

Resolution
Subject:
Episcopal Church Full Communion
From: 
Unity and Ecumenical Affairs Commission
WHEREAS, on the night before his death our Lord prayed three times that his followers would be one, affirming that such oneness affects the successful spread of the Gospel ("so that the world may believe that you have sent me" and "so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me"); and,
WHEREAS, the purpose from the beginning of our dialogue with the Episcopalians was clearly stated and remains that together we might work to further the witness and mission of Christ’s Church; and,
WHEREAS, our ancestors in the Unitas Fratrum put forth persistent efforts toward the unity of Christians; and, for their great bishop, John Amos Comenius, reunification of the church was part of the work of Christ, who cannot be divided, and must be a part of the mission of the community of faith; and,
WHEREAS, Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf, leader of the Moravians who settled on his estate, was such a force for Christian unity that he has been called “the Ecumenical Pioneer,” and the Moravian Church that emerged has continued to pursue this goal, maintaining close relationships with other communions, especially with Lutherans, Anglicans, and Reformed/Presbyterians; and,
WHEREAS, The Ground of the Unity declares that “it is the Lord’s will that Christendom should give evidence of and seek unity in Him with zeal and love,” and “in our own midst we see how such unity has been promised us and laid upon us as a charge,” and “we welcome every step that brings us nearer the goal of unity in Him” (Par. 6); and,
WHEREAS, the Provincial Elders' Conferences and Conference of Bishops of the Northern and Southern Provinces and the Commission on Unity and Ecumenical Affairs of the Southern Province have taken action supporting adoption of the proposal developed for establishing a relationship of full communion between our provinces and The Episcopal Church; and,
WHEREAS, our relationship of full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has brought spiritual and practical benefits strengthening the witness and mission of both communions, as celebrated in the tenth anniversary observance earlier this year and recounted in the report from the Moravian Lutheran Coordinating Committee to Synod; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the 2010 Synod of the Moravian Church in America, Southern Province, enter into a relationship of full communion with The Episcopal Church by adopting Finding Our Delight in the Lord: A Proposal for Full Communion Between The Episcopal Church; the Moravian Church-Northern Province; and the Moravian Church-Southern Province. 
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