Meaning of Full Communion

(This statement was prepared by the Unity and Ecumenical Affairs Commission.  It was received as a report by the Southern Province Synod of 2002.)

1.
In pursuing full communion with another church, Moravians are remaining faithful to Christ’s will for his church and our Moravian heritage.

a.
On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus prayed in his “High Priestly Prayer,”  that they may be one; even as thou, Father art in me, and I in Thee…so that the world may believe that Thou hast sent me.” (John 17:20,21)

b.
In The Ground of the Unity, Section 6, “we believe in and confess the unity of the Church, given in the one Lord Jesus Christ as God and Savior.  He died that He might unite the scattered children of God…It is the Lord’s will that Christendom should give evidence of and seek unity in Him with zeal and love.”  And in Section 150 of the Church Order of the Unitas Fratrum, “the Unitas Fratrum is committed to the unity of the children of God as a reality created by God in Jesus Christ.”

c.
When we can remove any perceived barriers between ourselves and another church, we live out our affirmations about Christ’s Church.

2. When we mutually affirm a relationship of full communion with another church:

a. We mutually recognize and respect each other as part of the one holy, catholic [universal] and apostolic church [the church passed down faithfully from the apostles] which affirms its faith through the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds of the church.

b. We mutually recognize each other’s practice of the dominical sacraments [the sacraments instituted by our Lord Jesus—baptism and Holy Communion], thus allowing for joint worship, Eucharistic fellowship [fellowship around the Lord’s Table], and exchangeability of members.

c. We recognize the validity of the ministerial orders [various churches have their own doctrines/standards for ordination, which for many, like ours, are normally ordination as deacons, presbyters and bishops, though some denominations may not have all three orders] of the other church, allowing for the orderly interchange of ordained ministers subject to the regulations of church order and practice of each church.

d. We acknowledge our differences, recognizing the autonomy of each church regarding structure, doctrine, liturgy, and positions on social and ethical issues.  At the same time, being in full communion, we shall be open to the encouragement and admonition of the other church for the sake of the Gospel. 

e. We recognize and value the distinctive gifts present in each historic but separated part of the Body of Christ, thus believing we have contributions which we can make to each other.

f. We will cooperate in common Christian mission through full communion faith, life, and witness.

[Statements in brackets have been added as clarification of terms]

