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Preface

This edition of the Book of Order of the Moravian Church in America, Southern Province, includes legislative changes from the 1998, 2002, 2006, 2010 Synods of the Southern Province along with changes approved at the 2009 Special Synod.  The text has been keyed into a computer word-processing document so that future updates can be done more quickly and easily.  It has also been re-formatted to fit a standard size three-ring binder.  Basic content of the Book of Order has not been changed.  In some instances the language and syntax were modernized without changing any meanings.  Paragraph numbers in this edition are consistent with those in previous editions.  However, some paragraph numbers from the earlier versions have been omitted where the text was a continuation of the same subject.  The Table of Contents references the paragraph number as well as the page number of the book.  The index denotes page numbers.  

The section on Fundamental Documents contains the incorporation documents of boards and agencies as it has previously. However, when individual boards or agencies, rather than the Synod, determine their own By-Laws, those By-Laws are no longer included.  

The Provincial Elders’ Conference and its staff hopes that members of the Province and others will find this edition easier to use and thus more helpful in guiding the ministry of our Province for our Chief Elder.

November 2010
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