
You fill the hungry with good 

things...Psalm 107:9 
 

O ur Creator placed us in a garden of delight 

and called us to do no less than love God‘s whole 

inhabited earth. Maybe that is why the garden 

calls to us, and is such a natural ―classroom.‖ John Amos Comenius believed that 

every school should have a garden. And as you know, Jesus used the natural world 

of vines, seeds, fig trees, lilies, and birds, to help his listeners hear and see, taste 

and touch his good news of God‘s reign. At the Inter-Synodal conference when we 

convened at New Philadelphia Moravian to do some ―asset mapping‖ of the South-

ern Province, land came up more than once, as we explored what gifts God has 

given us. 

 We haven‘t forgotten God‘s invitation to dig into the earth and share her 

treasures!  On June 28th some of us, from various Moravian congregations, who 

had felt called to continue the ministry started by our Salem sisters and brothers 

generations ago, met on the corner of Church and Bank Streets in Old Salem to 

prepare and plant a garden on property owned by the Salem Congregation, (just 

behind the Belo Home, next to God‘s Acre). We hope to: 

Promote and teach sustainable gardening practices and stewardship of God‘s 

gifts. 

Provide opportunities for fellowship, friendship and stewardship among the 

congregations of the Moravian churches and Salem Academy and College. 

Encourage interaction between generations where knowledge can be shared 

from one generation to another. 

Provide fresh produce grown without pesticides to Sunnyside and any other 

ministries in need. 

Design resources for children, youth and their families so that we might learn 

the lessons the garden teaches us and follow the Way of Christ, which he 

taught through his parables. We also would like to develop resources that help 

us embrace the faith practices of Sabbath rest, gleaning, simplicity, generosity 

and hospitality, 

 This ministry has received the blessing of the Salem Congregation Elders 

and Trustees. Of course, participation of our church members of all ages is vital to 

our fruitful success. You are invited to share in the labor and love of fellow garden-

ers, as we join in the garden every Tuesday evening between 6:00 p.m. and dusk. 

No gardening experience is necessary! 

 Let us know if you know of an individual, a youth group, a family or group 

of families, or a Sunday School Class who might want to join us for a more spe-

cific program and we will aim to meet them where they are. If you know of anyone 

who might be interested in this ministry, please share this with them and we will be 

glad to touch base with them. 

 Oh, there is so much to learn! 
 (submitted by Lisa Mullen, Director of Children and Family Ministries,  

  lmullen@mcsp.org, (336)722-8126) 
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Marriages:    
Eric Stilley and April Stinson of Apex, North 

Carolina were married on August 7. Eric is the 

son of Debbie and Gary Stilley (Provincial Hu-

man Resource Manager). 
 

Mike Poole and Tracy Pryor were married on 

August 21 at Castle McCulloch in Jamestown, 

North Carolina. Mike is a Lutheran pastor in Ur-

bana, Ohio and Tracy is pastor of Covenant Mo-

ravian Church in Wilmington, North Carolina. 

  Congratulations! 
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Deaths:                         
Walter Berrier, father of David Berrier (provides 

supply and interim ministry in the Southern Prov-

ince) passed away on August 8 in Arcadia, North 

Carolina. 

 

Ann Sneed May passed away on August 25 in 

Winston-Salem, NC. Sister May is the mother of 

Tripp (Jeannie) May-Pastor of Bethabara Mora-

vian Church and Grandmother of Moravian Minis-

ter, Russell May. 

 

Janet Amos, widow of Richard Amos, passed 

away on August 27 at Salemtowne in Winston-

Salem, NC. During their 53 years of marriage, she 

shared in Richard‘s service in the Northern and 

Southern Provinces and the World-Wide Moravian 

Church. 

 We express our love and sympathy to their 

families and friends. 

 

 

 

 

Illness: 

Brother Hal Cole, Moravian Minister 

Brother Bill Cranford, Moravian Minister 

Brother Eric Crews, son of Sarah & Daniel 

     Crews-Southern Province Archivist 

Brother Charlie Fishel, Moravian Minister 

Brother John Obenchain, husband of Carolyn  

     Obenchain, Ardmore Moravian office 

Sister Jill Sawyer, wife of Bob Sawyer, Moravian  

     Minister 

  Our prayers are with these. 

 

 Concerns & Celebrations 

―THE LORD SHALL PRESERVE YOUR GOING OUT AND YOUR COMING IN.‖      

PSALM 121:8 
 

OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH . . .  

Ordination Anniversaries 
September  

 

Bill McElveen ........................ 52 years 

John Jackman ......................... 28 years 

Will Sibert .............................. 24 years 

Bert Chin ................................ 19 years 

Patty Garner ........................... 12 years 

Ramona Spencer ....................   5 years 

Nola Knouse ..........................   1 year 

 

               
          Congratulations and God Bless You! 

 

News from Synod 2010 
 

Pictures, resolutions, and election results will be 

posted each day during Synod 2010 (September 

9-12) to:  

http://moraviansynod.wordpress.com/  

Visit this site for up-to-date Synod news! 

 

http://moraviansynod.wordpress.com/


PEC REPORT: 
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The Provincial Elders‘ Conference met 

on August 3 and 24, 2010. All mem-

bers of the Conference were present for the 

meetings. Both meetings began with sharing of 

contacts with pastors and congregations followed 

by a time of intercessory prayer. 

 Various matters related to congregations, 

fellowships and personnel in the Province were 

considered, including the call processes under-

way at Advent and Moravia. The Rev. Christy 

Clore requested and was granted a one-year 

leave of absence from the ordained ministry of 

the Moravian Church, effective October 18, 

2010. Sr. Clore has served as Associate Pastor 

for Young Adult Ministry at Home Church since 

2007. PEC received and approved the Rev. Patty 

Garner‘s request for retirement, effective Sep-

tember 28, 2010. Gratitude was expressed for Sr. 

Garner‘s 12 years of ordained service to our 

Province. 

 PEC continued to review the progress of 

work by the Structure Implementation Steering 

Committee and the Planning Committee for the 

stated Synod of September, 2010. PEC also re-

ceived for consideration recommendations from 

a self-assessment recently completed by the Lau-

rel Ridge Board as well as a report from the New 

Church Development Committee (BEHM) on 

the possible development of a new Spanish-

speaking congregation in the Miami area, based 

on the preliminary organizational work of Illovis 

Gonzalez and the Rev. Judith Justice at New 

Hope Moravian Church (FL). 

 PEC agreed that by virtue of 2009 Unity 

Synod action and the interpretation of that action 

which was communicated to the Provinces of the 

Unity by Unity Board President, the Rev. Dr. 

Paul Gardner, the 2002 Unity Synod moratorium 

on additional changes by the Provinces on poli-

cies related to the subject of "homosexuality and 

the church" remains in effect until lifted by the 

Unity Board or Unity Synod. 

 PEC also agreed that the PEC offices 

would be closed on Monday, September 13, the 

day following adjournment of Synod, in order 

to allow sufficient time to complete Synod 

administrative tasks at Blue Ridge Assembly 

in Black Mountain, NC. 

 Various other matters related to pro-

vincial administration, congregational life and 

pastoral service were discussed and responded 

to as appropriate, including approval of re-

vised Rules and Regulations for Macedonia 

and St. Philips, discussion of the ministry of 

the Come and Worship gathering and An-

thony's Plot intentional community ministry, 

implementation of the Petree Fund and ap-

pointment of Sr. Gail Theard (Grace congre-

gation, Mt. Airy, NC) to the Board of the Mo-

ravian Ministries Foundation. The final sched-

uled meeting of the PEC prior to the Provin-

cial Synod will be on September 7, 2010. 
 (submitted by Wayne Burkette) 

 

 
FROM THE 
ELDERS 

Pastoral Changes: 
Sister Patricia “Patty” F. Garner has re-

quested and been given permission to retire 

from active ministry of the Moravian Church 

effective September 28, 2010. Sister Garner 

was ordained a deacon on September 13, 1998 

at Home Moravian Church and consecrated a 

presbyter on September 26, 2004 at Home 

Moravian Church. She graduated from Mora-

vian Theological Seminary in May 1998. She 

served as Associate Pastor and then as Pastor 

at Trinity Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, 

NC. The Provincial Elders‘ Conference ap-

pointed her for Spiritual Formation Work in 

2003-2004 and she also served as Interim Pas-

tor for Spiritual Discernment at Good Shep-

herd Moravian in Kernersville, NC in 2004-

2005. She accepted a call to become Pastor of 

Fries Memorial Moravian Church in Winston-

Salem, NC in 2005 where she served until her 

retirement.  We express deep appreciation to 

Patty and Hal for their faithful and dedicated 

service to the Moravian Church and wish them 

many blessings in retirement.  
   Congratulations! 
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Senior Friends Rally 
 

Tuesday, October 12 at noon, Advent Moravian 

Church is hosting the annual Senior Friends 

Rally.  Bring non-perishable food items for Sunny-

side, join in a delicious meal, and enjoy a program 

by Sarah Barnhardt, a Christian comedienne. Tick-

ets have already been mailed to Senior Friends 

chapters and churches.  No tickets will be sold at 

the door.   For further information, contact the 

BEHM office (336) 725-6413  or behm@mcsp.org. 

 

 

Opening the  Doors, Growing 

Your Church 
 

Saturday, October 2, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Ard-

more Moravian Church is hosting ―Opening the 

Doors: Growing Your Church.‖ — a one-day work-

shop on church growth and development. 

The presenter is the Rev. Dr. J. Fred Lehr, Director 

of Church Planting, Moravian Church, Northern 

Province.  Fred brings a wealth of pastoral experi-

ence and a passion for missional outreach. This 

event  will be helpful for clergy, lay leaders, out-

reach teams and interested individuals.  The focus 

is Gospel-centered and explores a variety of strate-

gies and practical applications for reaching the un-

churched and under-churched. There will be both 

plenary sessions and small group discussion. 

Churches are encouraged to send a team of 3-4 

members to this event.  Cost:  $15.00 per per-

son.  Registration deadline:  September 18.  Bro-

chures have been mailed to churches and are avail-

able at: http://moravianevangelism.org/?p=509. 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Fred Lehr to Speak 
 

The Rev. Dr. J. Fred Lehr, Director of Church 

Planting, Moravian Church, Northern Province will 

preach at the 10:00 a.m. worship service at Hope 

Moravian Church, Sunday, October 3. Their ad-

dress and phone: 2759 Hope Church Road Winston

-Salem, NC 27127 (336) 765-8017. The church‘s 

web site is: http://www.hopemoraviannc.org.   

 

 

Invite a Friend Sunday 

2010 
 

October 17 is ―Invite a Friend‖ in the 

Southern Province.  Congregations and fel-

lowships are encouraged to have their 

members invite a friend, relative, acquaint-

ance or neighbor to join them in worship 

that day.  An online copy of a planning 

guide may be found here:  http://

moravianevangelism.org/?p=263.  Re-

minder for participating churches: Septem-

ber 19 is the Sunday to distribute ‗Invite a 

Friend‖ leaflets encouraging members to 

pray for and prepare to invite worship 

guests. 

 

 

CWS Health Kits  

Collection Changes 
 

As we shared in the last Provincial Ties: In 

August the Board of World Mission office 

in Winston-Salem became the collection 

point for Church World Service Health 

Kits (rather than Christ Moravian 

Church).  Kits and shipping donations may 

be delivered during regular business hours. 

Please call before coming to make sure 

someone will be available to help 

you.  (336) 773-1732. For information 

about making or delivering kits, contact the 

Board of World Mission office, 500 S. 

Church Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101. 

 

 

Older Adult Sunday 
 

Sunday, September 26 is the Day of 

Prayer for Older Adults.  Congregations 

are encouraged to  celebrate and offer 

thanks for the varied ministries of their 

older members on that day.  Planning re-

sources are available at the following web 

address:  http://moravianevangelism.org/?

p=311. 
 (submitted by David Guthrie, BEHM) 

mailto:behm@mcsp.org
http://moravianevangelism.org/?p=509
http://www.hopemoraviannc.org
http://moravianevangelism.org/?p=263
http://moravianevangelism.org/?p=263
http://moravianevangelism.org/?p=311
http://moravianevangelism.org/?p=311
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Middle/Senior High  

Fall Gathering 
September 18, 10 am-3 pm 
 

The fall rally will take place during Laurel 

Ridge‘s Fall Festival. Come enjoy fellowship 

with friends, worship, lunch, fun, discussion, 

Laurel Ridge, inflatable obstacle course, and 

music. Contact Brad Bennett for more infor-

mation and register by September 7,  

336-722-8126 or bbennett@mcsp.org. 

 

 

College-Age Fall Retreat 
“With Open Arms:  

Hospitality in our World”  

November 5-7, Laurel Ridge 
 

“With Open Arms: Hospitality in our 

World” will be led by Suzanne Miller and 

Tracy Pryor; cost is $55. Contact Brad Bennett 

for more information: bbennett@mcsp.org, 

336-722-8126, bradb53. 

 

 

Contact Reassurance 
Fall Volunteer Training 
 

Reassurance Volunteers provide daily support 

and outreach by telephone to isolated seniors 

and homebound persons. Two six-hour training 

sessions are offered over two evenings: Tues-

day, September 21 and Thursday, September 

23 (6-9pm) at Family Services, Inc., 1200 S. 

Broad Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101. For 

more information, contact Susan Wiles at 336-

723-4338 or swiles@fsifamily.org. 

Nonprofit Excellence Award 
 

Forsyth Jail and Prison Ministries was pre-

sented the BlueCross and BlueShield of North 

Carolina Foundation inaugural William J. Ben-

nington Healthy Community Institute for Non-

profit Excellence Award. 
  Congratulations! 

When in our Music…... 

God is Glorified 
 

Friday, October 8, 6-8pm 

Saturday, October 9, 8:30am-4pm 

Friedland Moravian Church 
 

This workshop is an ecumenical 

meeting of worship leaders (ministers, DCEs, 

choir directors, organists, handbell directors, 

children‘s choir directors, youth leaders, etc.) 

for sharing of ideas and techniques, both musi-

cal and spiritual. Numerous Workshops includ-

ing: 
 

Songs and Canticles; Learning to Chant 

Creating a Fulfilling Contemporary worship 

Experience 

Hymn Registration and Modulations 

Hymn Improvisation 

Organ 101 for the Church Pianist 

Developing a Successful Youth Program 
 

For more information or registration informa-

tion, contact Wesley Hudson 336-655-5880. 

(Sponsored by the Moravian Church, Southern Province 

Commission on Music and Worship) 

First Annual Southern  

Province Chicken Pie Dinner 

and Contest 
Thursday, November 18, 6:30pm 

New Philadelphia Moravian Church 
 

Everyone is invited to come and enjoy fellow-

ship, music, good food and a ―just for fun‖ Mo-

ravian Chicken Pie Contest. All churches who 

make chicken pies are invited to enter a pie for 

qualified judges to taste and award this year‘s 

prize. We plan to have fun with this new event 

as we celebrate just gathering together in God‘s 

grace! Tickets will be available soon and any 

profit will go to help feed the hungry people of 

our community. Contact Jon Bolling for more 

information at 336-978-9980 or email 

jeboling@triad.rr.com. 
 (sponsored by the Older Adult Committee of the 

Board of Evangelism & Home Missions) 
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From The Provincial 
Treasurerôs Office 
 

2009 Audited Financials of the Province 

The 2009 audited financial statements of the 

Province are now available on the web at 

www.mcsp.org. On the home page, use the 

link to ―Resources‖ and then ―Provincial Fi-

nances.‖ While most people prefer the elec-

tronic version, if have any trouble printing it 

off or need a bound copy of this report just let 

me know. It is 24 pages long this year and 

makes for interesting reading!(?) 
 

2011 Provincial Budget Presentation – 

Based on some recent phone calls, I want to 

again remind everyone that the 2011 budget 

presentation has been pushed back a month to 

Thursday night, October 14, 2010. This year 

we will be meeting at Home Moravian Church 

and reservation forms will be coming out 

shortly. The delay this year was due to Synod 

being moved to September and the need to in-

corporate Synod actions, as appropriate, into 

the 2011 Provincial budget. 
(submitted by Ted Leinbach, Provincial Treasurer) 

Introducing Our New  

Voluntary Benefit: Long 

Term Care 
Open Enrollment Begins September 20 

through November 1, 2010 

 

Now more than ever, it is important to plan for 

long term care.  The average cost of long term 

care is $75,000 annually and is rising 6-7% per 

year on average.  It is estimated that one out of 

two people will need long term care at some 

point in their lives.  Having this coverage en-

ables you to preserve your independence by 

planning and financing your care and protects 

your income, assets and savings.  It also helps 

ensure that you won‘t be a financial burden to 

your family. 

 Our new plan is being sponsored by 

Prudential.   Prudential has an A+ rating and 

excellent standing and reputation in the finan-

cial community.  The new voluntary plan is 

very flexible and can be tailored to your spe-

cific needs.  It has many benefits and options 

including adjustable benefit amount, adjustable 

benefit period, home care option, and inflation 

protection. Most importantly, you will have the 

ability to enroll with minimal underwriting (i.e. 

no period and also the advantage of discounted 

premiums. 

 The program is available to all employ-

ees working 20 hours or more per week.  It is 

also available to family members at discounted 

premiums. Premiums will be paid via payroll 

deductions and your policy is completely port-

able.  

 More information will be available at 

Synod and at the Ministers Retreat. All em-

ployees will also be invited to attend our open 

enrollment meetings to be held at various loca-

tions the weeks of October 11th and October 

18th.  In the meantime, if you have any initial 

questions, please feel free to call Gary Stilley 

(336-414-3828) or Donna Hampton (336-531-

0025). 
(submitted by Ted Leinbach, Provincial Treasurer and 

Gary Stilley, Human Resource Manager) 

2010 Moravian Ministry  

Association Retreat 
 

September 20-23 at Laurel Ridge 

Theme:  Healing for our bodies, our 

minds, our spirits, and our church 

Registration: no later than September 8. 

Mini Moravian Music  

Festival 
 

The Lake Mills Moravian Church (Lake Mills 

Wisconsin) will be hosting a mini Moravian 

Music Festival July 20-24, 2011 with Dr. John 

V. Sinclair serving as conductor.  Dr. Sinclair is 

the continuing conductor of the Moravian Mu-

sic Festivals and also conductor and artistic di-

rector of the Bach Society of Winter Park, FL. 

The Moravian Music Foundation will serve as 

advisors for this festival. 

http://www.mcsp.org
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That’s really Moravian 
 

 What‘s Moravian? ZINZENDORF! Really 

Moravian? MUSIC! Put the two together, and 

you have ―Zinzendorf and Music,‖ which Ar-

chivist Daniel Crews and Music Director Nola 

Knouse will present to open a new season of 

―Lunchtime Lectures‖ of the Moravian Ar-

chives and Moravian Music Foundation at 

12:15 p.m. Wednesday, September 8, at the 

Archie K. Davis Center in Salem. 

 ―Lunchtime Lectures,‖ 12:15-12:45 p.m. 

generally the second Thursday of the month, are 

free, and you are invited to bring your lunch (it 

isn‘t provided). Parking is free in the Salem 

College Fine Arts Center parking lot off Salem 

Avenue. 

 Other presentations in the 2010-2011 

―Lunchtime Lectures‖ series will be: 

―Singing from the Heart: A Shorter Mora-

vian Hymnal and Liturgies‖ on October 

21 (third Thursday); 

―Moravian Liturgy: Historical Develop-

ment‖ on November 11; 

―Moravian Liturgy: Today‘s Uses‖ on De-

cember 9; 

―From Springplace to New Springplace‖ on 

January 13 
―Abraham Steiner: Apostle to the Chero-

kees‖ on February 10; 

―The Moravian Daily Texts: History and 

Some Really Good Stories‖ on March 

10; 

―Theology in New Moravian Hymns‖ on 

April 14; 
―Joy in Moravian Hymnody‖ on May 12. 

   (submitted by Richard Starbuck) 

Newsletter Notes 
From around the Southern Province 
 

After years of planning, fund raising, and fi-

nally building, Clemmons is nearing comple-

tion of its new Christian Education building. 

Dedication will be the Sunday morning wor-

ship at 10:30 a.m. October 10 with Br. Wayne 

Burkette as presiding bishop. For long-range 

planning, this was a honey of a project. The 

building fund began October 2002 — that‘s 

eight years ago — with $124,000. After more 

than $2.1 million in bills paid, the fund still has 

almost $50,000 remaining. That‘s a lot of con-

tributions in between. Rain drainage needs fix-

ing, and the cornerstone has no room for a box. 

But the choir no longer has to hike up 29 steps 

but can take the elevator on the way to service. 

 Like Clemmons, Ardmore has been fixing 

rain drainage. Work on Ardmore‘s 78-year-old 

building includes waterproofing basement 

walls, a new drainage ditch, better rain runoff, 

and cleaned and repaired gutters. Much of the 

work is being done by church members to keep 

the cost to an estimated $5,500. 

 Vacation Bible School season seems to be 

a big success again this summer in our 

churches. Two examples: Home opened its 

Moravian-heritage ―Sing Happylujah, Praise 

the Lord‖ to adults as well as children and had 

an average attendance of 150 including 40 chil-

dren and youth. And King — always big in 

Vacation Bible Schools — tallied 80 children 

participating throughout the week with more 

than 70 adults and older youth providing out-

reach ministry. Now that‘s a good sign for the 

future of the Moravian Church. 

 Offering nothing but its best to God, New 

Hope (Newton) has installed a new organ in its 

sanctuary. This culminates more than a year of 

fund-raising during challenging economic 

times. And Konnoak Hills will rededicate its 

organ on September 5 after extensive repair 

and upgrade. 

 The Village of Tobaccoville spiffy-ed up 

its crossroads, which provided a new sign in 

town: Mizpah Moravian Church, 2 miles 

thataway. (With chicken stew time coming up 

shortly, we‘d better know the way to Mizpah.) 

 A late summer reminder from one Board of 

Trustees: ―Please remember our financial obli-

gations do not take a vacation.‖ Amen. 

— Richard W. Starbuck, Moravian Archives 



 Address Book 

Sam Gray:  336-399-9534 (home/cell) 

 

Russell & Jessica Williams 

10 South Main Street 

Nazareth, PA 18064 

Holiday .......................................................... Sept 6 

PEC meeting.................................................. Sept 7 

Southern Province Synod .............................. Sept 9-12 

Prayer Day-Christian Education.................... Sept 12 

Provincial Financial Bd meeting ................... Sept 14 

Fall Festival @ Laurel Ridge ........................ Sept 18 

Clergy/DCE Retreat @ Laurel Ridge ............ Sept 20-23 

Provincial Women‘s Bd member retreat ....... Sept 25 

Prayer Day-Older Adults ............................... Sept 26 
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www.mcsp.org 

 

Provincial Ties 

For Your Calendar 

Moravian Ministry Association 
NO September MMA meeting 

NO October MMA meeting 

Ministers Care Plan 
 

pastoral counseling and referral for min-

isters and their families 
 

Call CareNet at 336-716-7339 for the cen-

ter closest to you.  

Deadline for the October  Issue of 

Provincial Ties is September 30 


