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Provincial Ties

Implementation Steering Committee Update

D uring March and April, the Implementation Steering Committee’s
main focus has been the organization of Regional Conferences of Churches.
The Committee has communicated with churches and pastors, appointed
churches to a Regional Conference, and organized the first meetings of the
Regional Conferences. Early in March, congregations were sent information
regarding the purpose of the Regional Conferences and how they would be
clustered. Thirteen conferences have been organized, each containing four
to six congregations. These conference groupings were determined with a
great appreciation for the wealth of information gathered through the pas-
tors meetings in January, February, and March.

Direction was given to church boards to begin a process of appoint-
ing representatives from their congregation to their assigned conference.
Each church will have three representatives; a pastor and two lay represen-
tatives from the congregation at large. Each fellowship will have two repre-
sentatives; the coordinator and one other lay person. At this point, all but a
few congregations have reported the names of their representatives.

The first meetings of the Regional Conferences will take place dur-
ing May. Some conferences will share the date and site of its meeting with
another conference. These meetings are the beginning of what we see as a
great movement of ministry and mission that will spread across our prov-
ince and beyond in the coming years and decades. Most of the first meetings
will be used to build a foundation of community that will undergird collabo-
rative efforts during the next intersynodal period. Discussion and worship
will be facilitated by a member of the Steering Committee.

Later this summer, a representative from each Regional Conference
will be elected to membership on the Board of Cooperative Ministries. This
board will have the oversight of provincial ministries and programs. It is
anticipated that the Board of Cooperative Ministries will have its first meet-
ing in July.

We continue to consider our Province to be a community in transi-
tion, and we ask for the ongoing prayers of the Province during this proc-
ess. We also continue to find confidence in the watchword for the date we
began our work: Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. (Jeremiah
29:11)

For questions or comments regarding the Steering Committee’s pro-
gress, please contact Gary Kniskern at (336) 789-5388 or
garykniskern@gmail.com.

(submitted by Gary Kniskern)
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Concerns & Celebrations

“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR THEY WILL BE CALLED SONS OF GOD.”

MATTHEW 5:9

OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH...

Illness:

Brother Hal Cole, Moravian Minister

Sister Jill Sawyer, wife of Bob Sawyer,
Moravian Minister
Our prayers are with these.

Pastoral Changes:
Brother Will Sibert has resigned from the po- a
sition of Executive Director, The Board of World Mission
(BWM) effective April 30. Under his leadership for the
past six years, the church has rediscovered and reclaimed
its mission identity. We express our deep appreciation to
Will and his years of faithful service to Christ and his
church through his leadership of the BWM. Brother Sibert
is planning to focus on completing his doctoral work in
Missional Leadership.

God Bless You!

IBOC hires new Executive Director of
Communication

Mr. Michael Riess begins on May 10 as the Executive Di-
rector of the Interprovincial Board of Communication
(IBOC). Mike has an in-depth experience in communica-

Ordination Anniversaries

Sam Marx

Bill Campbell
Bill Gramley
Bob Sawyer
Daniel Crews
Rick Sides
Carl Southerland
Jon Peterson
David Merritt
Kevin Frack
Ted Burcaw
Craig Atwood
Neal Jones
Lehoma Goode
Sam Gray
Matthew Allen
Robert Peek

68 years
48 years
48 years
43 years
40 years
35 years

24 years
23 years
21 years

14 years

11 years
L AAAA A

Congratulations and God Bless You!

Births:

Sarah and Jarod Culler have been blessed
with the birth of a daughter, Ellyana June
Culler, born on April 26 in Kaneohe Bay, Ha-
waii. Proud Grandmother is Lynda Culler in

tion strategy development and senior leader communica-

tion and measurement. With a background in communica-
tion technology, Mike offers new skills to the IBOC to en-
hance its ability to fulfill its mission. Graphic design, print

production, video shooting and editing, photography, web-
site management and other skills all complement Mike’s
writing and strategic expertise.

Mike brings a solid commitment to community
endeavors. His perspective as a new communicant member
in the Moravian Church will prove useful in his communi-
cations role, especially in efforts to enhance membership
and share the vision and message of the Moravian Church.

Mike lives in Bethlehem, PA with his wife, Kathy,
and daughters, Gracie and Natalie. He is a radio enthusiast,
a photographer, a music lover, a guitar player, a Macintosh
computer guru, a history buff and a football and hockey
fan.

Welcome Mike!

the Treasurer’s Office.
Congratulations!

Congratulations to our
Graduates!

Moravian Theological Seminary
Commencement-May 15

Betty A. Helms

Russell W. Williams

Congratulations Southern Province Approved Can-

didates for Ordination!
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PEC REPORT.

FROM THE

The Provincial Elders’ Conference met on ELDERS

April 15, 2010. All members of the Con-

ference were present for the meeting which began with
sharing of contacts with pastors and congregations fol-
lowed by a time of intercessory prayer.

Various concerns and opportunities were dis-
cussed related to congregations, fellowships and person-
nel in the Province. The Rev. Cheryl Cottingham was
ordained on April 18 by Bishop J. C. Hughes at Kerners-
ville Moravian Church and is serving as pastor of the Im-
manuel-New Eden congregation. The Rev. Scott Venable
was installed at Fairview on April 18. The PEC continues
to work with the Joint Boards of Hopewell through the
call process. The Rev. Charles Fishel's appointment as
pastor of Mt. Bethel was extended for another year. The
Rev. Jimmie L. Newsom, Jr. has requested and been
granted a 90 day medical leave of absence from his pas-
torate at King Moravian. The Rev. Riddick Weber, assis-
tant professor at Moravian Theological Seminary, will
provide interim pastoral service at King during Bro.

Newsom's leave of absence. PEC received the resignation

of the Rev. Will Sibert as executive director of the Board
of World Mission. Much gratitude is expressed to Bro.
Sibert for his visionary leadership of the board over the
past six years. The Ordination Review Committee met
with Russell Williams (Trinity) and Betty Helms
(Friedberg) on April 24. Williams and Helms complete

their work at Moravian Theological Seminary on May 15.

Bishop Lane Sapp was appointed to serve as Bishop in
Residence at Moravian Theological Seminary for three
days this coming fall.

PEC received reports on the work of the Struc-
ture Implementation Steering Committee and the Plan-
ning Committee for the stated Synod of September, 2010.
Facilitators' training for the Covenant Partner Groups at
Synod was held at Bethesda Moravian Church on April
17. The pre-synod meeting of all Synod delegates was
held on May 1 at Kernersville Moravian Church. PEC
also reviewed several resolutions which have been sub-
mitted prior to Synod as a result of mandates from the
Synod of 2006 or the Special Synod of 2009.

PEC approved a statement of policy applicable to
provincial boards, agencies and ministries on investment
of financial assets with the Moravian Ministries Founda-
tion. Applications for grants from the Petree Fund were
mailed on April 15 to retired pastors and spouses receiv-
ing Pension Fund benefits. The deadline for applications
is May 31. PEC received a report on the search for an

executive director of the Interprovincial Board of Com-
munications. PEC discussed the triennial review held at
Mt. Bethel on April 12.

The Unity Board, consisting of the presidents
of provincial boards of the worldwide Moravian
Church, will meet in Alberta, Canada in October, 2010.
PEC agreed that if possible it would advantageous for
the PEC President to be elected at the September 2010
Synod to represent the Southern Province at the Unity
Board meeting, even though the new President will not
officially take office until November 1, 2010. The
Unity Board meets only once every two years.

Various other matters, as well as requests and
questions from congregations and pastors, were dis-
cussed and information shared concerning the ongoing
ministries of the Province. The next scheduled meet-
ings of the PEC will be on May 4 and 18, 2010.

(submitted by Wayne Burkette)

St. Philips is admitted to Salem
Congregation

On April 22, 2010, the Central Boards of Elders and
Trustees of Salem Congregation unanimously approved
a proposal to admit St. Philips Moravian Church, 3002
Bon Air Avenue, Winston-Salem, to membership in
Salem Congregation. It was felt that extending member
status was an opportunity for restorative justice, recon-
ciliation and healing. The St. Philips members have a
history of joint mission projects with Salem Congrega-
tion churches and there are many positive relationships
due to the mission endeavors.

St. Philips was originally formed as a mission
congregation in 1822, first in a log building and then in
a brick worship house on Church Street that is still
owned by Salem Congregation. The log building has
been reconstructed and is part of the Old Salem tour.
The grounds of the old St Philips church still contain
the burial grounds of deceased members. St. Philips
members worshiped for 90 years in the brick church
and some current St. Philips members worshiped in the
brick church as children. The recent renovations and
programs by Old Salem, Inc. have renewed the congre-
gation’s profound ties to their history. Six current
members serve as docents giving tours about their con-
gregation’s history. The congregation now meets at the
Historic Brick Church on 5™ Sundays and anniversa-
ries.

St. Philips Moravian Church celebrated their
188th anniversary on Sunday, May 2, 2010.
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North Carolina Council of Churches
75™ Anniversary Celebration

The Province is invited to the celebra-
tion of the 75™ Anniversary of the
North Carolina Council of Churches,
]

Tuesday, May 18, on the campus of
Duke Divinity School in Durham.
Worship begins a 7:00pm in the Goodson Memorial
Chapel, preceded by a dinner at 5:30pm in the Divinity
School Refectory. A Historical Retrospective gathering
begins the evening’s events at 4:00pm.

Founded in 1935, the North Carolina Council of
Churches is a statewide ecumenical organization that
enables people of faith to serve North Carolina on issues
such as economic justice, human well-being, equality,
compassion, and peace. Membership of the Council is
comprised of 16 Christian denominations from our state
working in shared ministry. More than 1.5 million North
Carolinians belong to congregations under the Council’s
umbrella.

The Moravian Church has participated in the
work of the North Carolina Council of Churches since
its inception. In 1935, we sent Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl
and Walser H. Allen to a meeting exploring the possibil-
ity of forming a state-wide community of traditions. In
January of the following year, these brethren also repre-
sented the Province at the Council’s formal organization
at First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro. Opposition
to segregation was one issue that led to the Council’s
creation, and African-American churches were wel-
comed into full membership in the early 1940’s, a dec-
ade before the Supreme Court’s Brown vs. Board of
Education decision.

Primary program emphases of the Council cur-
rently includes climate change, immigration, farm labor,
rural life, legislative advocacy, peace, Christian unity,
and health and wholeness. Other Council activities pro-
mote economic justice, an end to discrimination, afford-
able housing, and quality public education. Funding is
provided by the member bodies and congregations who
give beyond denominational giving, by individuals, and
by some of the state’s leading foundations.

Strong Moravian participation in the May 18™
Celebration would be a fitting expression of the coop-
erative spirit that has been a hallmark of our church for
centuries. Reservations for dinner ($40 per person) and
parking ($5) need to be made by May 11, through the
Council office 919-828-6501 or
www.nccouncilofchurches.org.

(submitted by John D. Rights)

Clergy Breakfasts on
Immigration

This year, the NC Council of Churches is con-
tinuing its successful statewide series of
"Clergy Breakfasts" on immigration. These
events are geared towards busy religious profes-
sionals and faith leaders, and they provide an
overview of immigration issues in the context of
a great networking event (and free break-

fast!). The event is scheduled in the following
places near Moravian congregations or fellow-
ships in NC: Hendersonville (May 25), Greens-
boro (May 27), Charlotte (June 3), Chapel Hill
(June 8), Gastonia (June 24), Raleigh (July

14). Details are available here: http://
www.welcometheimmigrant.org/events.
(submitted by David Guthrie, BEHM)

“What Does It Mean To Be A
Leader?”

The summer Lay Seminary weekend at Laurel
Ridge on July 9-11 welcomes leaders Dr. Chris
Thomforde, President of Moravian College and
Theological Seminary, and his wife Kathy who
will explore this important question for the
church in our time. Using scripture, leadership
theory, insights from the world of business, and
their own experience as disciples of Christ,
Chris and Kathy will provide an exciting and
contemporary opportunity for learning and fel-
lowship. Registration forms for the weekend are
available through Laurel Ridge at 888-831-5922
(www.laurelridge.org) or the Board of Christian
Education 336-722-8126 or
(www.moravianboardofce.org). The event will
be held in the Salem Wing of Higgins Lodge
and early registration is suggested.

(submitted by Rick Sides)

Ministers Care Plan

Confidential pastoral counseling and re-
ferral for ministers and their families

Call CareNet at 336-716-7339 for the center
closest to you.



http://www.nccouncilofchurches.org/
http://www.welcometheimmigrant.org/events
http://www.welcometheimmigrant.org/events
http://www.laurelridge.org
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MAF Mission Presentation

When: May 12,2010, Ipm

Where: Hope Moravian Church
Fellowship Hall

Speakers:  Steve and Ann Marx

Lunch: Noon, call Hope Moravian Church for
reservations by May 10, 336-765-8017.
(submitted by Sheila Beaman)

“Planting a Seed”
August 2-6

The 2™ Annual Forsyth County Local Mission
Camp, “Planting a Seed,” is August 2-6,

2010. The Mission Camp is for youth 12 and
older. Please contact Elizabeth Messick for
more information. (336-408-8366 or
elizabeth.messick@salem.edu).

Special Synod 2009

. Minutes
. Resolutions

Available at www.mcsp.org

Salem Band Concerts 2010

Salem Square, Winston-Salem, NC
No Charge

June 1-8pm

June 15-8pm
June 29 - 8pm rasiosic

July 13-8pm

July 27-8pm
August 10-8pm
August 24-8pm

September 12-3pm

Community Band Festival

(In the event of rain in Salem at 7pm, the concert
will be cancelled.)

(submitted by Jeff Whitsett, Director)

BWM Announces
Interim Executive Director

The Board of World Mission (BWM) is pleased to an-
nounce that the Rev. Bob Sawyer has accepted the posi-
tion of Interim Executive Director. Bob was a member of
the BWM during his service as President of the Southern
Province P.E.C. from 1995-2006. Bob’s familiarity will
be a tremendous asset to the ministry and work of the
BWM as it will allow him to provide experienced leader-
ship and guidance during this transitional period. Bob
begins his work with the BWM on May 1, 2010.
(submitted by Joe Moore, Chair, Board of World Mission)

2010 Mother’s Day Offering-May 9

Giving financial assistance to residents of Salemtowne
Retirement Community who have exhausted their funds
is the opportunity Southern Province Moravian Churches
have by contributing to the 2010 Mother's Day Offering.
Every resident comes to Salemtowne with the belief that
their financial resources will sustain them through the
remainder of life. Sometimes circumstances change and
some require financial assistance. If and when this hap-
pens, Salemtowne provides help through its Resident
Financial Assistance Fund. Your gift to the Annual
Mother’s Day Offering supports this fund. Now it is our
turn to make a difference in their lives by giving gener-
ously to the Mother’s Day Offering.

If anyone would like more information, please
call Leigh Anne Groves, Director of Fund Development,
at Salemtowne: 336-714-2196. Churches were so gener-
ous in 2009! Please continue this spirit of giving to help
Salemtowne residents in 2010.

(submitted by Leigh Anne Groves)

Pfohl Fellowship Spring Rally

Thursday, May 13, 6:30pm
Advent Moravian Church

Program: The Rev. Bill McElveen
“An Exciting Blitz”

Tickets: $9 by May 9 from Pfohl Fellowship
Representatives



mailto:elizabeth.messick@salem.edu

Provincial Ties-May 2010

Page 6

From The Provincial
Treasurer’s Office

Thank You Craig — Welcome Chris — On behalf of
the Provincial Financial Board and the Treasurer’s
Office, | want to say thank you to Rev. Craig
Troutman (Raleigh) for his service on the Provincial
Financial Board for the last four years. Unfortunately,
Craig’s upcoming sabbatical and other commitments
are keeping him from being able to complete his term
on the Board. However, | want to say welcome to
Rev. Chris Thore (New Beginnings) who has agreed
to fill this vacancy.

2009 Church Audits — I don’t want to sound like a
broken record, but I just wanted to remind all of our
churches one more time that 2009 Church Audits are
due in to the Treasurer’s Office by May 15, 2010.
Instructions and forms went out to all Church Treas-
urers and Trustee Chairs in late February. Please give
us a call if you have any questions. I am not worried
(yet) but as of this writing, we have only received
seven audits.

“More” Changes in Dental/Health Insurance
Carriers — As mentioned last month, we renewed our
Province’s health insurance program with Aetna ef-
fective April 1, albeit with a 15.3% increase. Effec-
tive June 1, we will be changing our dental insurance
to Aetna as well. Aetna was more competitive than
our previous dental provider, Reliance Standard, and
as an additional incentive, Aetna lowered the health
insurance rates slightly resulting in a ‘final” health
insurance increase of 14.7%. The changed health in-
surance rates went into effect May 1.

403(b) Plan — Our new 403(b) plan, administered by
the ELCA Board of Pensions, is up and running
smoothly. While several new participants have signed
up, we still have only 38 participants making monthly
contributions and only 25 of these are pastors. There
are significant long-term tax advantages for the pas-
tors who participate are there appear to be enough
investment options to meet everyone’s needs. If you
have questions or are not currently participating and
would like more information about the 403(b) Plan,
please give Donna Hampton a call at 336- 531-0025.
(submitted by Ted Leinbach, Provincial Treasurer)

Moravian Ideals (part last)

Archivist Daniel Crews and Moravian Music
Foundation Director Nola Knouse will conclude
their series on Moravian Ideals with “Looking
Forward to Life Eternal in the Presence of the
Savior.” The Lunchtime Lecture is 12:15-12:45
p-m. Thursday, May 13, at the Archie K. Davis
Center in Old Salem and is free and open to the
public who are invited to bring their lunch (it
isn’t provided). Parking is free in the Salem Col-
lege Fine Arts Center parking lot off Salem Ave-
nue.

(submitted by Richard Starbuck)

Heroic history is here!

Two hundred nine years ago the Moravian
Church began the first mission to the great
Cherokee Nation.

Now that truly heroic story is being told in
the newest publication from the Moravian Ar-
chives, beginning with volume 1 — just out from
the printer — of Records of the Moravians
among the Cherokees.

Spanning the years 1752 to 1802, Records:
Cherokees lets the original documents them-
selves — diaries, correspondence, etc. — tell the
story of first contact, exploration, negotiation,
and humble beginning of the mission at Spring-
place in what is now Georgia.

The 426-page hardbound volume 1 is avail-
able from Moravian Archives, 457 S. Church
Street, Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101, for a limited
time only at $40 a copy, cash or check only. Get
yours while they last.

Big ‘D-Day’ Bonus!

Get your Moravian history cheap on “D-Day” at
the Archie K. Davis Center in Salem.

All Moravian Archives publications (except
the newest, Records of the Moravians among the
Cherokees) will be on sale at half price during
open house 2-4 p.m. Sunday, June 6, at the Davis
Center (“the Archives”) honoring the 40th anni-
versary of Archivist C. Daniel Crews’s ministe-
rial service to the Moravian Church.

It’s your chance to take a little bit of Daniel
home with you for not much money. (Check or
cash only, please.)
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Newsletter Notes

From around the Southern Province

Wasn'’t the Easter Sunrise Service positively beau-
tiful this year? Reports from all over agree the weather
could hardly be more nearly perfect. Even Ohio Mora-
vians chimed in, saying it was about the “least cold”
Easter in memory. In Salem a few shirt-sleeves and
shorts were spotted in the large crowd of more than
8,800 worshipers. Of historical note, for the first time
in 238 years in Salem, a female presided over the Sun-
rise Service. Sr. Patty Garner of Fries Memorial deliv-
ered the lengthy Easter Morning liturgy with the au-
thority and conviction of a veteran. Well done!

Mark your calendar. Easter next year will be April
24, one day shy of the latest it can occur.

Matching Easter’s beauty and inspiration was Sa-
lem Congregation’s Service of Music at Home
Church on Great Sabbath. Director Drake Flynt led
some 75(!) singers plus orchestra through a program of
mostly Moravian music on the solemn day of rest of
our Lord. Deep appreciation must be given to all in-
volved in this truly moving service, which this year
filled the sanctuary with worshipers.

Two churches report happy conclusions to building
projects. On March 14 Enterprise dedicated its spank-
ing-new easy-access fellowship building. This is defi-
nitely a step up from the cramped fellowship hall down
a narrow staircase in the basement of the original (and
only) 1898 church building. Then on March 20 Enter-
prise held its first chicken pie and ham supper in its
new fellowship hall, and the crowds lined out the door
like Friedberg. Enterprise’s supper and new building
were such a hit that an hour before closing the unthink-
able happened: the food ran out. Note to Enterprise
supper lovers: See you there next time. Early.

After a month of worship in its fellowship hall,
Oak Grove got to move back into its newly renovated
sanctuary on March 21, and reports are it is truly beau-
tiful, very warm and inviting. In fact, all went so well
that Oak Grove is setting its sights on an enlarged capi-
tal campaign for a new kitchen, restrooms, and covered
drop-off.

Konnoak Hill’s annual chicken pie blitz this year
has had 72 workers turn out 1,368 pies for a net profit
of $8,157. That’s 168 pies more than last year’s report.
Wish a few had turned up at Enterprise.

After much soul-searching and study King has
launched its campaign to finally have a pipe organ in its
sanctuary. And it has gotten off on the right foot with
$320,238 already in gifts and pledges. In its 100 years
of organ making, the Wicks company has installed
more than 6,400, but this will be its first organ in a Mo-
ravian church.

And New Hope, Newton, is also on the cam-
paign for an organ with a number of fund-raising
projects to make it a reality by the end of this year.

Having “gone green” by ditching plastic uten-
sils, Leaksyville is launching a kitchen upgrade to
make sure the china and flatware are clean with
installation of a commercial dishwasher, icemaker,
sink sprayer, and garbage disposal.

— Richard W. Starbuck, Moravian Archives

Provincial Women’s Spiritual
Life Retreat

With hymns of gratitude and thankfulness on their
lips and love of their Savior in their hearts, over 50
Moravian sisters “came round the mountain” and
convened at Laurel Ridge on April 16-18 for the
Provincial Women's Spiritual Life Retreat. Led by
nationally acclaimed motivational speaker, Jane
Carter Handly of Dallas, Texas (and a daughter of
Trinity), Jane inspired the women to share their
hearts, joy, faith, and gratitude. Facilitated by
small group discussions, the participants related
personal experiences and stories of ministry and
church service, deepened an appreciation of grati-
tude to God, and acknowledged our need to not
only be givers of love but gracious recipients of
love. Jane wove a tapestry of stories that touched
our hearts while introducing us to music that
soothed our souls. Under brilliant blue skies sof-
tened by spring floral greens, our spiritual journey
continued among the many pathways and grounds
of Laurel Ridge. Contemplative moods shifted to
comedy on Saturday evening when a “retro” pa-
jama party and ‘pageant’ was held - complete with
an emcee, judges, prizes, and two crownings. As
the retreat approached its conclusion, our Sunday
morning message from Jane reminded us of the
unconditional love God has for each of us. The
culmination of the retreat occurred when Rev.
Kelly Moore (of First Georgia) movingly invited
each participant to commune at our Lord’s Table.
As each sister tore a morsel of bread from the loaf
and dipped it into the cup of wine held by Kelly,
each person, by name, was reminded that Jesus
gave his body and his blood for us. With hugs and
tears, participants bade farewell to fellow sisters in
Christ, slowly departed from the beautiful confer-
ence center at Laurel Ridge, and went “down and
round the mountain” rejoicing with sweet hosan-
nas and praising God until we meet again.
(submitted by Libby Ayers)
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Latino Ministries Update

Mayodan Moravian Church reached out to a
neighboring Spanish-speaking congregation for a
joint Thanksgiving service in November of last year
and participated in the “La Familia Morava Com-
parte la Mesa con Todos” event in March. The fol-
lowing are reflections about these experiences from
Pastor Tim Byerly.

Many communities have a group of churches which
plan a joint service for Thanksgiving. The challenge
is to make such a service inclusive of all churches in
a community and thus a truly community ser-

vice. Sometimes the barriers which make this diffi-
cult are theological, or the conviction of leaders in
some churches that they should carry out their min-
istry independent of the larger Christian commu-
nity. Sometimes these barriers are racial, ethnic or
linguistic.

When our church hosted the 2009 Thanksgiving
Service for the Mayodan/Madison area, we sought
to bridge some of these barriers by inviting the La-
tino congregation located only one block from our
church. Besides the differences in worship prac-
tices, language served to be a significant bar-

rier. Some in that church are bi-lingual, but many
are not. We realized that the Thanksgiving service
would need to be bi-lingual if we were to include
this congregation. With no one locally available to
accept the demanding role of translator for the ser-
vice, we called on Sister Hilda Regalado of the
Board of Evangelism and Home Missions to help us.

This experience taught our congregations several
things: God honors our efforts to bridge these barri-
ers; the blessings received are mutual; the church is
larger than our own congregation -- even extending
to people of other ethnic groups, languages and na-
tionalities; issues of immigration need not divide
Christians who are called into fellowship with each
other; many styles of worship can be used to wor-
ship Christ; spiritual bonds can be formed even
when communication is difficult.

Based on the experience of that Community Thanks-
giving Service, | was interested in attending the La-
tino Ministry Workshop held at Bethabara Moravian
Church in March. The first thing that struck me was
that most participants were from our Florida
churches. It was a great opportunity to strengthen
the bonds in our province with those whom I seldom

see. The vitality of their faith as they talked of ways
to reach out in their communities was an encourage-
ment and a blessing.

The workshop also included information on the
work our province is doing on racial reconciliation,
principally in Winston-Salem. There was an aware-
ness shared that our churches must do more than
simply be open to those of other races. (Actually,
our openness is often more tentative and partial than
we realize.) There remains a need to find ways to
understand the perspectives of people of color as
they interact with the churches in our province
which are mostly white.

The highlight of this workshop might have been its
beginning. Dr. Maria Teresa Palmer, Director of
Multicultural Center at A&T University, provided a
sermon based on 1 Kings 8:41-43 on God's view of
the foreigner in our midst. She challenged us to take
this passage seriously as we consider outreach
among those from other nations in our communi-
ties. It was a great way to begin the day looking at
different ways to connect with a growing population
in many of our communities.

(submitted by Hilda Regalado, Latino

Ministries Coordinator of BEHM)

Make a Difference in this World,
Be a Host Family this Summer
for one week in July!

Host Families are needed for the 35 International Stu-
dents (16-18 years old) and 10 Americans who will be
at WFU again this July through the US State Depart-
ment.

This is a great opportunity to make friend-
ships, show hospitality, and build relationships with
International (and American) youth coming to
Winston-Salem this July! The dates for hosting stu-
dents in your home, and providing transportation to
and from WFU on weekdays, are July 17-25 (both
Saturday-Sunday nights). Deadline to Apply
is May 31. Call or e-mail Scott Freese 336-972-
6237, cell; freeses@wifu.edu or scott@icmtriad.org.

(submitted by Scott Freese)



http://us.mc339.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=freeses@wfu.edu
mailto:scott@icmtriad.org

P——
(=]
| am)
A

i

For Your Calendar
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Scott@fairviewmoravianchurch.org
Arkon Stewart: Astewart43@triad.rr.com

Jennifer Clark Boles:
jboles@friedbergmoravian.org
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Provincial Ties

Moravian Church in America, South
Provincial Elders’” Conference

459 S. Church Street

Winston-Salem, NC 27101

WWW.HCSp.org

MAY

Moravian Ministry Assoc.-Trinity,10:30am..May 6
Prayer Day-Moravian Retirement Community...May 9
Provincial Financial Bd mtg............c............. May 11
Lunchtime Lectures-Davis Ctr 12:15pm....... May 13
Moravian College/Seminary Graduation....... May 15

FL District Board............ccceevvevververrenienniens May 15
PEC MG weoeiiiiieee e May 18
Holiday .....cccooviiiiiiiieieee e May 31

Moravian Ministry Assoc.-Trinity, 10:30am..June 3



