Report to the Synod of 2006

from the

Provincial Elders’ Conference

Purpose/mission: The Provincial Elders' Conference shall administer the government of the Province according to the Rules and Regulations laid down by the Provincial Synod to which it is responsible.
Responsibilities:

It shall supervise the congregations of the Province and encourage them in their work and service.

It shall call and superintend the ministers of the Province.

It shall see that the enactments of Synod are carried out.

It shall pass upon the admission of new congregations.

It shall fix the date and place of the meeting of Provincial Synods.

It shall have the power to call Special Synods.

It shall act as the standing committee of credentials at all Synods.

It shall appoint the officers of Provincial Synods, the committees and the committee chairpersons prior to the convening of Synod.

Assignments from Synod 2002:

Resolution #54 Call to Dialogue and Healing

PEC considered this call for a process to address divisions over matters of doctrine and faith to be a high priority. Consistent with the resolution, PEC gave attention to The Ground of the Unity and other expressions of the faith and order of the Moravian Church. A study guide on The Ground of the Unity and the Moravian Covenant for Christian Living was prepared and used in many congregations. In July 2003 PEC published a statement on the importance of The Ground of the Unity and statements of particular importance in our context. Central to the process were a series of retreats, including a “Pastors’ Summit” in February 2004.

Resolution #50 Process for Addressing Disputes

PEC appointed a committee. The committee recommended a process, which was approved  and presented to the Ministry Association, where it was discussed in some depth. PEC approved the process.

Resolution #18 Crisis of Well-being and Health among Those in Church Vocations

Program and resources developed in cooperation with the ELCA, emphasized in triennial reviews, referred the resolution to the Commission on Ordained Ministry, and in general PEC gave this concern prominence as a high priority for church boards and pastors. Pastors’ retreats also addressed clergy well being and mutual care among colleagues.

Resolution #4 Church Records Deposited in the Archives


PEC has included this in information given at board workshops, triennial reviews.

Resolution #8 Task Force on Specialized Ministries

PEC consulted with Moravian Seminary Faculty, Northern Province PEC, and the Commission on Ordained Ministry and developed a statement that addresses the needs and questions that led to resolution # 8.

Resolution #14 Compensation and Housing Equity

PEC monitors pastors’ compensation and has periodically reminded church boards of synod requirements. Compliance with synod mandates is becoming increasingly difficult for smaller congregations.

Resolution #15 Human Resources (Personnel) Professional

Due to a shortage of funds (church contributions) this position was not filled. Volunteers did a great deal of very effective work even though there was limited time available. (see the report of the Human Resource Advisory Committee).
Resolution #17 Prayer and Special Emphasis Day for Camps and Conferences

Prayer Day set for the Sunday after Trinity. Because of different contexts the Northern and Southern Provinces have set different days for emphasis and prayer.

Resolution #23 Establishing Continuing Dialogue and Interim Eucharistic Sharing with the Episcopal Church

PEC monitored continuing dialogue and interim Eucharistic sharing.

Resolution #29 Guidelines for DCE Benefits and Compensation


PEC supports following guidelines.

Resolution #31 Communing Children

PEC regularly used triennial reviews to bring to the attention of church boards that communion education for children was encouraged by synod.

Resolution #32 Band Books


PEC approved format and costs.

Resolution #34 Continuation of Commission for Older Adult Ministry


BEHM accepted oversight of the Commission effective February 2006.

Resolution #38 Stewardship Study Commission

PEC appointed a commission, which has submitted a report.

Resolution #40 Year for Stewardship Formation and Renewal

The Board of Christian Education has been very active in stewardship education and programming during the intersynodal period, but PEC did not explicitly call for a “Year for Stewardship Formation and Renewal” due to other priority needs and funding limitations.

Resolutions #43 and #47  Public Relations

The Public Relations Commission served as the “consultant” mandated by synod and provided workshops and other resources for the province on a volunteer basis.

Resolution #44 Affirming Peace and Justice in the Holy Land

PEC wrote letters as requested and has provided to pastors additional information consistent with resolution 44.

Resolution #45 Travel Assistance

PEC requested donations of “frequent flyer miles” in Provincial Ties several times but with very limited response. A few persons did donate miles. Some persons contributed their own travel costs to the province and the PEC made increased use of telephone conferencing for some meetings.

Resolution #48 Intersynodal Conferences

A conference was held in 2004 but in order to lower costs PEC changed the venue and format from that used in 2000. The conference was held at Home Church in Winston-Salem.

Resolution # 51  Identification of Potential Ministerial Candidates


PEC has called attention and distributed handouts at triennial reviews.

Resolution #52 Provincial Hospitality and Education Center

PEC referred this resolution to the Public Relations Commission. See the report of that commission.

Resolution #61 Establishment of Study Committee [on apportioning synod delegates]

A committee was appointed and has submitted a report.

Resolution #62 Spiritual Gifts Task Force

The Board of Christian Education’s Resource Center has resources on spiritual gifts, but a separate task force did not function during the intersynodal period.

Report D Relationship Between Provincial Financial Board and other provincial boards and agencies.  PEC convened meetings and addressed the concerns and recommendations, which emphasized the need to improve communication. Many of the recommendations were implemented.

Resolutions #1, #2, #5, #6, #33, #55 concerned resolutions to amend or change the Book of Order. 

These were completed. 

Activities Since Last Synod:
Supporting Congregational Ministry

Of vital importance to the work of the PEC is supporting congregational ministry.  During the intersynodal period the PEC:

· worked with many pastors and church boards (and in some cases congregational meetings) where conflict situations existed. Included were several where pastorates ended in painful and difficult circumstances.

· conducted triennial reviews with 73 congregations and provincial agencies, continuing to revise the format

· worked with church boards and pastors in 39 call processes

· carried out Board Leadership Workshops on numerous occasions

· arranged for an Intersynodal Conference on evangelism, March 25-27, 2004

Educating and Equipping for Ministry

· Published a statement in July 2003 calling attention to some statements in The Ground of the Unity that merit particular attention in the present context of our church and our culture.

· Conducted a “Pastors’ Summit” and other pastors’ retreats to nurture unity and develop a sense of corporate leadership among pastors

· Established the Ordained Ministry Commission

· Candidacy for ordination:  In an ongoing review and refinement of the candidacy process. PEC has:

· instituted meetings with local boards before congregational endorsement 

· affirmed the importance of resident study at Moravian Theological Seminary

· increased contact with candidates studying at MTS

· sought ways of reducing student debt in light of realistic provincial budget support

· with the PEC North developed a statement on expectations of candidates ready for ordination

· held a retreat for all candidates at Laurel Ridge in December 2002

· initiated a two-step candidate approval process in which financial assistance now requires a separate approval subsequent to approval of candidacy and is contingent on availability of funds

· maintained close communication with MTS on expectations and offered the statement for use in developing a new outcomes-based curriculum.

· Took intentional steps for increased advocacy for women in ministry, including several meetings for conversation with ordained women serving in our province. PEC received and responded to helpful recommendations from the Church and Society Commission.

· Examined policy and nomenclature of lay church staff persons (pastoral assistants, youth ministers, directors of Christian Education, etc.) and proposed policy and Book of Order changes.

Provincial Ministry and Administrative Initiatives

· Led a visioning process in 2003 – 2004 

· Initiated the Southern Province’s 250th Anniversary Celebration featuring celebrations at Bethabara Park and Wait Chapel

· In the light of prominent negative local media coverage of Moravian Church events, PEC has worked on development of a crisis management plan with the assistance of a public relations specialist.

· Maintained fiscal responsibility by continuing all basic services with budget increase of 0.82% per year 2002 – 2006. In collaboration, PEC, the Provincial Financial Board, and other provincial agencies reduced total congregational contributions to the provincial budget by 5% in 2005. While basic services were maintained, there were losses:

· subsidy for a Youth and CE worker in Florida was discontinued

· funding for the Florida lay theological education program was reduced

· funding was eliminated for a full time intentional interim ministry specialist

· PEC discretionary funds are no longer available; investment income now used for PEC budget support

· less financial support is available for special short-term needs in congregations

· discontinued retreat for candidates

· did not fill synod-approved position for part-time human resource professional

· PEC members serve on the following: Board of Christian Education, Archives Board, Florida District Board, Laurel Ridge Board, Board of Evangelism and Home Missions, and Provincial Financial Board.

Interprovincial Cooperation and Ministry

· Initiated the “On One Stem Growing” annual giving opportunity in 2003

· Participated in interprovincial search processes for Dean of Moravian Theological Seminary and for Executive Director of the Board of World Mission

· Met annually with the Northern Province PEC for communication, shared ministry, and oversight of interprovincial ministries

· PEC members serve on the following: Board of World Mission, Interprovincial Board of Communications, Moravian Theological Seminary Trustees, Moravian College Trustees, Interprovincial Faith and Order Commission

Relationships with the Moravian Unity, Other Denominations, and Our Community

· Betsy Bombick, Tim Byerly, and Bob Sawyer represented the Southern Province at Unity Synod in 2002

· Appointed Worth Green as a member of the Unity’s Standing Committee on Theology

· Appointed David Marcus to attend the Unity Seminar in Tabora, Tanzania

· Appointed Tamra Thomas to the Unity Women’s Steering Committee

· Discussed and reported to the Unity Board on the study of The Role and Meaning of the Unity

· Appointed Jim Doss to the National Conference on Ministry to the Armed Forces as the acting endorsing agent for the Moravian Church in America.

· Participated in formative meetings of Christian Churches Together in the USA

· Represented the Moravian Church in America at the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Convention of the Episcopal Church in the USA, and World Council of Churches.

Statistics


Communicants
Total

Avg Worship Attendance

2002

15,668

19,384


8,118

2003

15,500

19,200


7,921

2004

14,814

18,260


7,954

2005 not yet available

Church Merger

Immanuel-New Eden






October 7, 2002

New Church

Cordero de Dios
Special Congregation in Development
October 17, 2004

Clergy Changes

Pastoral Changes

2002

Joe Moore
Mayodan


June 9, 2002

Kelly Moore
Mayodan


June 9, 2002

Neil Routh
Christ


June 16  2002

Craig Atwood
Home


August 1, 2002

(Theologian in Residence)

David Merritt
Hope


August 4, 2002

2003

James Doss
Peace


January 12, 2003

Robert Peterson
Leaksville


January 26, 2003

Don Griffin
Union Cross

May 18, 2003

David Guthrie
Bd of Evangelism & Home Mission
June 16, 2003

Ofreciano Julias
Palm Beach

August 10, 2003

Jeff Littrell
Bethabara


August 17, 2003

Carl Southerland
Home


September 14, 2003

John G. Rights
New Philadelphia

November 23, 2003

2004

Jonathan Boling
Mizpah


January 4, 2004

Tim Sapp 
Pine Chapel (student pastor)
January 4, 2004

John Rainey
New Hope (NC)

January 11, 2004

Wayne Byerly
Bethania


January 18, 2004

Stuart Zimmerman
Unity


February 15, 2004

Walter “Wally” Yarbrough   Friedland 

February 22, 2004

Sandra Thigpen
St. Philips


March 28, 2004

Will Sibert
Bd. of World Mission
April 1, 2004

Wilma Israel
Rolling Hills

June 27, 2004

Dan Nelson
Fulp


August 1, 2004

Sam Gray
Bd. of World Mission
August 1, 2004

John Jackman
Trinity  


September 19, 2004

Patty Garner
Good Shepherd

October 3, 2004

Keith White
Enterprise


December 5, 2004

2005

C.L. “Tripp” May
Bethabara


January 9, 2005

Joe Moore
First (GA)


March 6, 2005

Kelly Moore
First (GA)


March 6, 2005

Walter Bishop
Bethesda


July 3, 2005

Jeff Carter
Macedonia 

September 11, 2005

Christy Clore
Salem College 

August 1, 2005

Patty Garner 
Fries Memorial

August 7, 2005

Dan Conrad
Advent


August 21, 2005

Judy Knopf
Good Shepherd

September 18, 2005

Ramona Routh
Moravia


October 2, 2005

Jim Newsome
Friedberg 


October 17, 2005

2006

Russell May
Hopewell 


January 8, 2006

Tim Sapp
Pine Chapel

January 29, 2006

Retirements

John Christman




June 30, 2002

Robert Rierson




August 1, 2003

Charles Fishel





June 1, 2003

Norwood Green (2nd Retirement after 14 years)


October 16, 2003

Arkon Stewart





November 1, 2003

Cedric Rodney




December 31, 2003

Richard Spaugh




January 20, 2005

Bill Campbell





May 7, 2005

Polly Applefield




September 27, 2005

John Kapp
(2nd Retirement after 24 years)


December 4, 2005

Ordinations (Deacons)

Jonathan Boling




December 28, 2003

Raymond Humphrey




February 15, 2004

Margaret Leinbach




March 14, 2004

Wilma Israel





June 20, 2004

Walter Bishop





June 26, 2005

Christy Clore





July 3, 2005

Ramona Routh




September 18, 2005

Judy Knopf





October 16, 2005

Russell May





January 29, 2006

Tim Sapp





February 12, 2006

Receptions from other Denominations

Sandra Thigpen




April 10, 2005

Enrique Alcantara




September 11, 2005

Appointments 

Enrique Alcantara
Cordero de Dios

August 24, 2003

Sandra Thigpen
St. Philips 


March 28, 2004

Specialized Ministry

Will Sibert





May 1, 2003

Neal Jones





November 25, 2003

Consecrations (Presbyters)

Billy Flippin
February 2, 2003

Tripp May
February 9, 2003

Wayne Byerly
March 2, 2003

David Marcus
March 16, 2003

James Doss
March 23, 2003

Hal Atkins
April 6, 2003

John G. Rights
June 22, 2003

Matthew Allen
March 21, 2004

Joe Moore
May 16, 2004

Kelly Moore
May 16, 2004

Sam Gray
June 13, 2004

Patty Garner
September 26, 2004

Keith White
October 24, 2004

Chris Thore
November 14, 2004

Jeff Carter
August 14, 2005

Bob Peek
September 25, 2005

Walter Yarbrough




January 15, 2006

Leaves of Absence

Resignations and Withdrawals from Service



Luke Bell (under appointment)


September 22, 2002



James Henry  (under appointment)


September 22, 2002



Hampton Morgan




March 31, 2003



Sonna Schambach




March 31, 2003


`
Linda Faber





March 31, 2003



Greg Little





April 13, 2004



Jeff Littrell





June 15, 2004



Hal Atkins





Nov. 20, 2005



David Fischler





March 1, 2006

Acolytes

Armand Sabar (provincial)

Suriname Fellowship

Gary Easter (provincial)

Crooked Oak

Hank  Jackson (provincial)

Morning Star
Jonlyn Angley

Raleigh

Rusty Rushing

Little Church on the Lane

Mahamed Braima

Little Church on the Lane

Al Hammons

Immanuel-New Eden

Ronnie Sisk

Union Cross

John Craver

Konnoak Hills

Peggy Lemon

Konnoak Hills

Shawn Weatherman

Konnoak Hills

Judy Tayloe

Rural Hall 

Clive Miller

Messiah  

Jim Helsabeck

Rural Hall  

Cyndie Tomlin

Messiah 

Shannon Melton

Moravia

Bill Fulmer

Moravia  

Susan Graf

Peace  

Ken Graf

Peace  

Phil Fishel

Advent  

Daniel Atkins

Kernersville  

Gary Stilley

Trinity  

Joyce Carter

Trinity  

John Golden

Olivet  

Roslyn Rothrock

Olivet  

Mitzi Sapp  

Clemmons  

Robert Tuttle

Clemmons  

Ken Barker

Raleigh  

Candidates for Ordained Ministry

At this time, seven officially approved candidates for the ministry of the Moravian Church, Southern Province, are in various stages of theological study. Five of these are at Moravian Theological Seminary.  One is expected to graduate May 2006 and be available for call.
In Memory
Mrs. Katherine Riggan Spaugh, wife of the late Dr. R. Gordon Spaugh, passed away on Wednesday, July 17, 2002 at Salemtowne Retirement Center in Winston-Salem, NC. She was born April 14, 1907 and was 95. Mrs. Spaugh graduated from Salem College where she was the first assistant dean of women. She and Gordon Spaugh were married June 30, 1937 while he was pastor at Home Moravian Church. She served with him in his role as pastor there and as President of the Provincial Elders’ Conference. Surviving are two sons and four grandchildren. A graveside memorial service was conducted in the Moravian Graveyard in Salem with the Right Rev. James C. Hughes officiating.

Mrs. Eleanore Alice Kirkpatrick Lewis, the wife of the Rev. Henry A. Lewis died Thursday, August 1, 2002 in Winston-Salem, NC.  She was born September 7, 1914.  She married Henry Lewis on January 17, 1942 and served faithfully with him during the 55 years he was pastor of Moravian churches in North Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania, and Florida. She was very active in the music and Christian education programs of the churches they served.  She was a member of Home Moravian Church.  Surviving are a daughter and a son, two grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.  Funeral service was held at Home Moravian Church with burial in God's Acre in Salem.
Mrs. Helen Stoufer Iobst, 82, of Winston-Salem, NC passed away Friday, November 29, 2002 at Salemtowne. She was born April 8, 1920 in Tampa, FL and was a member of New Philadelphia Moravian Church. She volunteered in many capacities in the church, along with her husband and served as a missionary for 12 years in Nicaragua. Mrs. Iobst was baptized and confirmed in Christ Moravian Church. She received her Registered Nurse degree from Leaksville Hospital Nursing School. She is survived by her husband of 60 years, Bishop Robert Iobst, three daughters, and seven grandchildren. Funeral services were held at New Philadelphia Moravian Church with Dr. Worth Green, the Rev. Arkon Stewart and the Rev. Hampton Morgan officiating. Burial followed in the church graveyard. 

Mrs. Margaret Chadwick Higgins of the Salemtowne Retirement Community died there Friday, February 14, 2003 at the age of 89. Mrs. Higgins was born in Forsyth County, NC on April 20, 1913. She married Bishop George G. Higgins on August 20, 1966 and they served the church together in many ways. Mrs. Higgins was a life member of Bethania Moravian Church. One of her favorite joys was contributing her skills as church organist. She was employed by the Bank of America for many years, and retired as a bank officer. Surviving are her sister and stepdaughter. The funeral service was held at Bethania Moravian Church with burial in the church graveyard. 

Sister Martha Caroline Marx, 87, passed away on February 27, 2003 in McLean, VA at her daughter’s home after a long illness. She was the widow of Dr. Werner G. Marx. For three decades she served with her husband as a missionary with the Moravian Church in remote areas of Honduras and Nicaragua, living in a primitive house without running water, electricity or sewer. She created a loving home for her husband and children and contributed much to mission and humanitarian work. She is still remembered by many Miskito people whose lives she touched. Sister Marx had three children and four grandchildren. A memorial service was held at Fairview Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, NC   where she was a member with burial in God’s Acre in Salem. 

Brother Clayton Hall who served Crooked Oak Moravian Church in Cana, VA as a provincial acolyte for 31 years passed away on April 22, 2003.  He was 83 years old. Brother Hall started his ministry at Crooked Oak around 1960 with 3 or 4 members.  Bishop Ed Mickey received him as an acolyte on January 14, 1979. In 1980 Brother Hall was issued a license from the State of Virginia to perform marriages.  Brother Hall continued working in the furniture factory and faithfully served Crooked Oak without compensation. He is survived by his wife, Elinor.  Funeral services were conducted by Gary Easter who is now serving Crooked Oak as a provincial acolyte and The Rev. John Fry.  Burial was in Rocky Mt., VA.  

Sister Ruth Longaberger Daetwyler, 81, died June 15, 2003 in Winston-Salem, NC  . She was born June 25, 1921. She married the late Rev. Vernon E. Daetwyler on August 22, 1942 and together they served First Church (Bethlehem) in Bethlehem, PA; Advent Moravian in Winston-Salem, NC   and for thirty-two years Fairview Moravian in Winston-Salem, NC. She was a graduate of Moravian College in Bethlehem, PA and was employed by the Forsyth County Department of Social Services for 20 years, retiring in 1986. She was a member of Fairview Moravian Church. She is survived by two children, four grandchildren and a great-grandchild. The funeral service was held at Fairview Moravian Church with burial in the Moravian Graveyard. 

Sister Ruth Clark Nash Barnes, 97, wife of the late Edwin A. Nash and the late Rev. J. Calvin Barnes, passed away June 17, 2003 in Winston-Salem, NC. She was born March 11, 1906. She married J. Calvin Barnes on October 3, 1971 while he was pastor of Calvary Moravian Church. She joined Calvary Moravian and remained a member until her death. She was a charter member of the Garden Study Club and organized the Hoe and Hope Garden Club and the Perennial Garden Club. She was a State Qualified flower show judge and judged many garden show competitions in the area. She was also an avid golfer into her 80’s and won many trophies in local golf tournaments. She will always be remembered for her gracious hospitality and gourmet cooking skills. A memorial service was held at Calvary Moravian followed by a graveside service at Forsyth Memorial Park. She is survived by a son. 

Sister Eleanor Strobel Presley, 81, the wife of the late Rev. Thomas F. Presley died August 11, 2003 in Winston-Salem, NC. She was born June 8, 1922.  She married Tom Presley on June 3, 1943.  Together they served East Hills Moravian in Bethlehem, PA, Advent Moravian in Winston-Salem, NC, King Moravian in King, NC, Community Fellowship in Welcome, NC and Park Road Moravian in Charlotte, NC. Sister Presley was a member of Home Church and retired from the Moravian Book and Gift Shop, which she helped start in the mid 70's. She was active in the Sunnyside Ministry and Stephen Ministry in Winston-Salem, assisted the hymnal committee in preparing the liturgy section of the 1995 Book of Worship, and assisted in organizing Moravian Provincial synods.  She is survived by a daughter, two grandchildren, and a great-grandchild.  The funeral service was held at Home Moravian Church with burial in the Moravian Graveyard.
Brother Alan H. Barnes, a retired Moravian minister, passed away at his home on August 20, 2003. He was born April 22, 1927 in Winston-Salem, NC. He grew up in the Fairview congregation. He graduated from Moravian Theological Seminary in 1955 and was ordained a deacon on June 19, 1955. He was consecrated a presbyter on December 2, 1962. Brother Barnes served as the first full-time  resident pastor of Olivet Moravian in Winston-Salem, NC. He also served as pastor of Raleigh Moravian, Raleigh, NC;  Coral Ridge, Fort Lauderdale, FL; Friedland, Rural Hall and Oak Grove congregations in Winston-Salem, NC.  He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Mary Elizabeth Tesch Barnes, four children and eight grandchildren. The funeral was held at Home Moravian Church with burial in God's Acre. 

Sister Linda Folkman Yarbrough, 56, the wife of the Rev. Walter A. "Wally" Yarbrough died August 25, 2003 at her home in Lexington, NC. She was born July 2, 1947 and was a member of Enterprise Moravian Church. She was a graduate of Presbyterian School of Nursing in Charlotte, NC and a homemaker in recent years. Together with her husband they served the Canadensis Moravian Church in Bethlehem, PA and Enterprise Moravian Church in Lexington, NC.  She is survived by a daughter. The memorial service was held at Enterprise Moravian Church.

Brother Thorlief Harberg died in Watertown, WI on August 27, 2003 at the age of 88.  He was born May 21, 1915 in Kristiandsund, Norway. Brother Harberg graduated from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, IL in 1937. He earned a bachelor’s degree from St. Olaf College in 1950 and received an honorary Doctor of Divinity from Moravian Theological Seminary in 1972. He was ordained a deacon June 20, 1937 and consecrated a presbyter September 26, 1945. He married Elsie A. Johnson in 1937. Brother and Sister Harberg served as missionaries in Alaska and then in pastorates in Daggett, MI, Northfield, MI, Stockholm, WI, and Watertown, WI. He served as General Secretary of the Board of Christian Education in the Northern Province, as President of the Eastern District Executive Board, and Director of Sunnyside Ministry in Winston-Salem, NC. He retired in 1980.  He is survived by his wife, two children, eight grandchildren, and ten great-grandchildren. The funeral was held at Watertown Moravian Church in Watertown, WI with burial in the Moravian Cemetery there. 
Mrs. Bobbie Heath Blackburn, long time, beloved secretary to 5 PEC presidents of the Southern Province died on November 29, 2003. She was 72 and a member of Salem Baptist Church in Winston-Salem, NC.  Bobbie had the gift of creating strong and enduring relationships and was an "institution" in the provincial offices where she served for 36 years.  She began her service in the PEC Office in 1960 and served as secretary for Gordon Spaugh, Clayton Persons, Richard Amos, Graham Rights, and Robert Sawyer, as well as with three who provided interim service as occasion demanded it, Elmer Stelter, Ted Leinbach, and Wayne Burkette.  Bobbie provided wonderful continuity through periods of change.  Her knowledge of the province through these years was unsurpassed.  Bobbie's ministry included loving attention to ministers, their spouses, and their children.  Their children were her children and she kept up with them through the years.  She in turn was regarded by ministers and families with great affection and was considered a part of their extended families.  The Moravian Church celebrates Bobbie's life and service; and is grateful for her strong support and her life and ministry among us.

Brother Ted Hartmann died March 9, 2004.  He offered many gifts to the mission outreach of the Southern and Northern Provinces for more than half a century. He had been an advocate of world mission before he became the first secretary of the newly formed Board of Foreign Missions in 1949. He also served as business director, treasurer and executive director of the Mission Board. His interest and support of world mission continued to be just as strong after his retirement in 1984. 

Sister Wilhelmina Breedlove Cranford, 74, wife of The Rev. William A. Cranford, died on Sunday, June 6, 2004, in Winston-Salem, NC. She was born Aug. 17, 1929. She graduated from the School of Nursing at the North Carolina Baptist Hospital in 1951 and attended Salem College. She was a member of Home Moravian Church. Her many interests included gardening, flower arranging, genealogy and the remodeling of the house where she had lived since 1988. She assisted her husband in Moravian pastorates in North Carolina, Ohio, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. She is survived by her husband of 52 years, five sons, a daughter, and 10 grandchildren. A memorial service was held June 18, 2004, at Home Moravian Church with burial in the Salem Moravian Graveyard.

Brother John W. Fulton, 91, of Salemtowne, the Moravian Retirement Community, died June 25, 2004 after an extended illness.  The Rev. Fulton was born May 2, 1913 in Winston-Salem, NC and was married for 60 years to the late Arnice Topp Fulton. Brother Fulton graduated from Moravian College in Bethlehem, PA and Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC. In recognition of his ministry and service to theological education, the Moravian Theological Seminary awarded him the honorary D.D. degree in 1967.  He was ordained a deacon in the Moravian Church in 1940 and consecrated a presbyter in 1948. During his years of active ministry, he served as pastor of the Friedberg, Enterprise and Calvary Moravian churches in the Winston-Salem area.  He also served Great Kills Moravian, Staten Island, NY and Raleigh Moravian, Raleigh, NC. In addition he served as executive director of the Board of Christian Education for the Southern Province from 1945-1950 and held the Edward Rondthaler Chair of Practical Theology at Moravian Theological Seminary from 1956-1964. He retired from active ministry in 1978. Brother Fulton is survived by two sons, two daughters, six grandchildren, and a great-granddaughter. His funeral was held at Calvary Moravian Church, Winston-Salem, NC with burial in God's Acre in Salem. 
Sister Helen S. Mickey, wife of the late Bishop Edward T. Mickey, passed away on July 10, 2004 in Winston-Salem, NC. She was born Feb. 16, 1910 in Allentown, PA and grew up in Bethlehem, PA. Together she and her husband served nine Moravian pastorates in the Southern Province where she always gave quiet and strong support to her husband and family.  She is survived by one son, four grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. A memorial service was conducted at Home Moravian Church.
Sister Lahoma Poindexter Gray, wife of the Rev. Joe Gray, passed away on February 2, 2005 in Winston-Salem, NC. She was born May 9, 1930 in Enid, OK and raised in Winston-Salem. She met and married the Rev. Joe Gray when he was associate pastor of Calvary Moravian Church in Winston-Salem. Together they spent 40 of their 55 years of marriage serving as missionaries in Nicaragua and Honduras serving in Karawala, Bilwiskarma, La Luz, Puerto Cabezas, Bilwaskarma, Cauquira, and Sierra Leone. They helped prepare the Nicaraguan and Honduras Provinces for full status. They also served pastorates in Mt. Airy and Winston-Salem, NC along with service in Florida. Sister Gray will be remembered for her songs and poetry. The verse she chose for her watchword was John 15:9, “As the Father has loved me so I love you, abide in my love.”  She is survived by five children, 11 grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. A memorial service was held at New Philadelphia Moravian Church. 

Brother Joseph Herbert Gray, Jr. died February 1, 2006 at the age of 82.  He was born July 20, 1923 and attended North Carolina State College. He graduated from Moravian College and Theological Seminary in 1945 and was ordained a deacon in 1945 and consecrated a presbyter in 1949.  On July 3, 1949 Brother Gray married Sister Lahoma Poindexter.  They were married for 55 years until Sister Gray’s death in 2005. For 40 of those years they served as missionaries. Brother Gray began service as a pastor of the Leaksville Moravian Church in Leaksville, NC. He then served several congregations in Nicaragua and Honduras.  He taught and became Dean of the Instituto Biblico Moravo in Bilwaskarma.  Brother Gray served as the last foreign Superintendent of both the Nicaraguan (1960-61) and Honduran Moravian Provinces (1973).  He was a key figure in transitioning this leadership to the local pastors. Brother and Sister Gray returned to the United States and served Grace Moravian Church in Mt. Airy, NC and Fairview Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, NC. They served in Sierra Leone, South Africa in order to explore possible ongoing work there for the Moravian Church and returned to Honduras to organize a congregation in Tegucigalpa. They worked among the refugees during the Sandinista-Contra conflict. On July 31, 1989, Brother Gray “officially” retired from mission service.  One of the last projects he worked on was the Miskito translation of the Old Testament.  A memorial service was held at New Philadelphia Moravian Church. Brother Gray is survived by 5 children, 11 grandchildren, and 2 great-grandchildren.  

Brother Fredric Herbert Weber died at his home at Salemtowne on February 3, 2006. He was born in Winston-Salem, NC on July 30, 1925 and was educated in the Winston-Salem city schools. After the death of his parents he was raised in the home of his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Pfohl. He graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and from Moravian Theological Seminary. He married Emma Elizabeth Kapp in 1955 who predeceased him. In 1982 he married Elizabeth Artis Wright. Brother Weber was ordained a deacon June 26, 1949 and consecrated a presbyter November 4, 1956.  He served pastorates at Clemmons, Bethania, Olivet, Mayodan, Fries Memorial in the Winston-Salem, NC and surrounding area and Little Church on the Lane in Charlotte, NC.  He also served as President of the Board of Directors of the Mission Society of the Moravian Church for many years and went on evangelistic tours of Alaska. In addition to his love for and service to the Lord and the Gospel, he loved the history and music of the church. He is survived by his wife, a daughter, and two granddaughters.  The funeral service was conducted at Fairview Moravian Church by the Revs. Riddick Weber and David Marcus, Jr. and the Right Rev. Lane Sapp. Burial was in Salem Moravian Graveyard. 

Brother Norman Creth Byerly, 83 of Winston-Salem, NC passed away on March 15, 2006 at Forsyth Medical Center. He was born August 28, 1922. The Rev. Byerly was a member of Advent Moravian Church and served his country in the U.S. Army during World War II in the European Theater. He was a retired Moravian minister with 34 years of active service and continued service and dedication to the Moravian Church throughout his retirement. He married Sarah Helen Cash in 1946 and together they served pastorates at Macedonia Moravian in Advance, Hopewell Moravian and Hope Moravian in Winston-Salem, NC and Mt. Bethel Moravian in Cana, VA. He also served as interim pastor at a number of other churches. He was ordained a deacon in 1954 and consecrated a presbyter in 1962.   After his retirement Brother Byerly wrote a devotional book, "My Personal Devotions and Bible Guide."   Surviving are Helen, his wife of 59 years, three sons, six grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. Funeral services were conducted at Advent Moravian Church with The Rt. Rev. Lane Sapp and The Rev. Dan Conrad officiating.  Burial followed in the church graveyard. 
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