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Report to the Synod of 2006

from the

North Carolina Council of Churches

Purpose/mission
From its mission statement – “The Council is a spiritual fellowship and a cooperative agency of and for Christian churches in North Carolina. In the Council, member churches are brought together in study, prayer, and action. The North Carolina Council welcomes to its membership all those judicatories that accept Jesus Christ as the incarnate Son of God and Savior of the World, and that sincere purpose is to bear ecumenical witness to him through the medium of the Council.”

Responsibilities:

The North Carolina Council of Churches seeks to fulfill the above mission through helping its member judicatories meet their ecumenical intentions within the state of North Carolina and their desires to respond appropriately to many needs of North Carolina to which the churches may have responsibilities.

Activities Since Last Synod:

The work of the Council is accomplished through committees:

Christian Unity Committee – promotes each January the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Materials are prepared and are available on line. Co-sponsors of “Pope John Paul II – An Ecumenical Legacy” held at Wake Forest University in November 2005. Planned worship for the meeting of the House of Delegates.

Public Education Committee – prepares each year materials for use in observance of the Public Education Sabbath.

Committee on Race, Culture, and Privilege – Developed “Latino 101” to help people of faith be informed about our new Latino neighbors. Workshops have been offered in six communities in the state and two more are planned for Fall 2005.

Faith Works – is a partnership of the North Carolina Council/Habitat for Humanity to build 100 homes in rural NC. To date fifteen homes have been built and dedicated.

Farm Worker Ministry Committee – led the boycott of Mt. Olive Pickle Co. and Taco Bell. The Mt. Olive boycott ended in 2005 with farm workers receiving benefits of union membership.

Climate Connection – an Interfaith Eco-justice Network formed and promoted NC Green Power, which enables individuals and congregations to address global warming through the use of renewable sources of electricity.

Future Directions:
The Council continues to work diligently to meet and improve human needs in North Carolina. It does this by lobbying for certain values and causes in the General Assembly. It seeks ways to help the disenfranchised – those without insurance coverage, especially children and also working North Carolinians without health insurance, rural life, welfare recipients, the prison population, and those living in poverty.

Other Offerings of the North Carolina Council of Churches:
Publish the Raleigh Report, a report of the activities of the General Assembly while in session. The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation funds this.

Publish Church Council Bulletin and Manna, a bi-monthly publication of the activities and news of the Council.

Other Publications in 2005

Acts of Faith: Resources for Prophetic Worship, lectionary-based worship resource for North Carolina

A Reflection on the Churches’ Doctrine of Humanity, a study of Christian anthropology

No Place to Lay Their Heads, an adult curriculum on the causes of inadequate housing

Hands of Harvest, Hearts of Justice, an adult curriculum about farm workers, coming soon in Spanish

Not Making It: North Carolina Voices on Jobs and Unemployment, based on regional hearings on wages and jobs

For more information and for many of the resources mentioned and other Council news, visit the website at www.nccouncilofchurches.org
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