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Report to the Synod of 2006

from the

Music and Worship Commission

Purpose/mission
The Commission of Music and Worship seeks to provide leadership, resources, and support to assist Moravians whose worship of God is built upon strong biblical and Moravian foundation and is joyful, creative, vital, and relevant to people of the new century.

Responsibilities:

Provide workshops for band, choir, handbells and worship leadership.


Administer and maintain the Southern Province Anthem Lending Library, currently housed in the 


Archie K. Davis Center


Provide worship resources


Review new communion odes, lovefeast odes and other worship materials

Assignments from Synod 2002:

· New Band Book – Resolution #32

Activities Since Last Synod:
· Work continues on the Worship Resource Manual. Lectionary Cycle A is complete up to the Season of Pentecost, Cycle B material is currently being formatted for the website, and Cycle C is complete. It is our hope that completion of this project will be the first and foremost effort by the Commission after the Synod of 2006.

· A Shorter Moravian Hymnal (a supplement to the 1995 Moravian Book of Worship) proposal was developed and submitted to the Interprovincial Board of Communication. Details of the proposal include: soft bound, 160 pages, 5-1/2 x 8-1/2 inch publication, music printed with the texts, 12 newly-written “Congregational Prayers for Moravian Worship”. The IBOC was unable to print it at this time because of the large number of projects already underway. Production of the supplement has been “tabled” but will be reviewed again at a later date.

· Salem Band CD of Easter Sunrise Service – a proposal was re-submitted to Salem Congregation for assistance in recording and producing a CD. A Salem Congregation spokesman indicated that new projects are not being considered at this time.

· Work continues on maintaining the Southern Province Anthem Lending Library.

· Anthem Sing at Moravian Music Festival – offered assistance to the Moravian Music Foundation.

· Band Fests – Clemmons Moravian Church – September 21, 2003 – 52 participants in chorale band and concert band; 20 congregations represented. New Philadelphia Moravian Church - October 3, 2004 – directed by Anita Cirba and Keith Weatherman.

· 1st Moravian Handbell Festival – October 24-25, 2003 – 126 Handbell ringers from 10 congregations participated in the festival under the direction of nationally-known clinician and handbell conductor, Cynthia Dobrinski 

· Served as coordinator in conjunction with Faith and Order Commission for the Interprovincial Ministry Convocation and Worship Conference, “We Lift Our Hearts Dear Saviour”, held at Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg VA, May 16-19, 2005.

· Band Book – Over 200 tunes have been compiled and arranged in the same keys as the Moravian Book of Worship. Part books are being assembled and proofread. It is our hope to introduce the new Band Book at Synod. Copyright and publication work is being handled by the Moravian Music Foundation, who is the publisher.

Future Directions:
· Completion of the Worship Resource Manual
· Publication of A Shorter Moravian Hymnal

· Salem Band CD of Easter Sunrise Service

· Organ Master Class and Workshop

Assigned to Ministry Group:
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