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Report to the Synod of 2006

from the

Moravian MUSIC FOUNDATION

Purpose/mission
The Moravian Music Foundation (MMF) preserves, shares, and celebrates the musical culture of Moravians. This mission statement, adopted by the Board of Trustees in 1994, intentionally does not limit our focus to music by Moravians or to historical “old” music only, but rather takes a broad approach. The “musical culture of the Moravians” includes all the music embraced by the Moravian Church past and present – sacred and secular, instrumental and vocal, old and new. 

Responsibilities:
MMF preserves the musical culture of the Moravians by:

· providing secure housing for manuscript and printed music, documents, and recordings.

· keeping accurate and updated inventories and catalogs of holdings.

· interpreting this musical heritage via printed materials, workshops, and lectures.

MMF shares the musical culture of the Moravians by:

· publishing a quarterly Newsletter, sheet music, and scholarly monographs/books.

· issuing recordings.

· holding workshops, lectures, and classes.

MMF celebrates the musical culture of the Moravians by:

· sponsoring and assisting others with concerts.

· providing music for Moravian Music Festivals in both Northern and Southern Provinces.

MMF’s administration:

· Oversight: Board of Trustees with members appointed by the Southern PEC, Northern PEC, Salem Congregation and Bethlehem Area Moravians, and members elected by the board itself. 

· Staff: Nola Reed Knouse, Director; Albert H. Frank, Assistant Director (Bethlehem); Barry D. (“Bart”) Collins, Administrator & Development Director; and Karen E. (“Beth”) Wall, Executive Assistant. 

· Funding in 2006: support in the following categories: Southern Province 6.8%; Northern Province 5.2%; individual contributions and grants, 47%; sales and royalties, 14%; investments, 27%.

Assignments from Synod 2002:

The 2002 Synod did not give MMF specific assignments. MMF worked closely with the Commission on Music and Worship for Resolution #32, Band Books, page 62.

Activities Since Last Synod:
Preserving

· The archival recordings (most of them reel-to-reel tapes of live performances) have been cataloged.

· Work has begun to convert the catalog of our holdings to electronic format, beginning with the reference library of published books and periodicals.

· Work is ongoing in a project to index the texts of anthems by Scripture references and seasonal use. This will enable us to find appropriate anthems for anniversaries and other special occasions.

Sharing

Events:

· Several hymn-writing workshops have been held in both provinces.

· Provided assistance to the church at worship via service on the planning committee for the 2004 Intersynodal Conference; service on the planning/program committee for the 2005 Interprovincial Worship Conference; providing copyright information; providing Moravian Music Sunday materials each year; and response to a growing number of requests from congregations.

Publications: 

· Companion to the 1995 Moravian Book of Worship.

· Come Then Come, O Flock of Jesus, a book of arrangements of Moravian anthems for SAB choir

· Unto the Lamb That Was Slain: 3 anthems by F. F. Hagen.

· Eight Organ Preludes by F. F. Hagen, Volume 1 and 2.

· Moravian Sketches for Organ by Brian Henkelmann: Volume 1, Advent, Christmas, Epiphany.

· Moravian Sketches for Organ by Brian Henkelmann: Volume 2, Lent.

· As of mid-October, initial arrangements are complete for the supplemental band books. Copyright permissions are now being sought, and should those be received on time, the books should be printed by Synod. These books contain some 200 tunes in the Moravian Book of Worship which are not in the current band books.
Recordings: 

· Joining Our Voices: Moravian hymns.

· Mit Freuden zart: Moravian chorales for brass. These two are available to congregations at a “deep discount” for sales at bazaars and for gifts to confirmands, new members, etc.

· A Storm in the Land: music of the 26th N. C. Regimental Band.

· With Ever Joyful Hearts: a Moravian Music Sampler.

· Cheer, Boys, Cheer: music of the 26th N. C. Regimental Band, volume 2 (forthcoming in 2006).

Celebrating

· The 2003 Moravian Music Festival held in Winston-Salem featured a number of newly-edited works in first modern performances, in addition to several newly-composed works by Moravians. The Festival also included workshops and lectures on a variety of topics. Participating in the Festival were five brethren from South Africa, laying the groundwork for closer relationships between the American provinces and the South African province.

· MMF worked with the 250th Anniversary Committee in commissioning new works, planning and holding the 250th Anniversary service at Wake Forest University.

Administration

· Updated web site, allowing people to make contributions and purchases online via PayPal.

· Updated the Lending Library catalog and put it on the web site.

· Director Knouse had 6-month sabbatical, composing music and writing book-length Introduction to the Music of the Moravians. Albert Frank served as Acting Director during her absence.

· Begun a series of advertisements and articles designed to make MMF’s services more widely known.

Future Directions:
Preserving:

· We will continue the cataloging projects listed above.

· We need to get some conservation work done on some of the Northern Province holdings (some of the manuscripts there are too fragile to hold until repair work can be done). Such work was done on the Southern Province holdings in the late 1980’s.

Sharing:

· In 2007, working with the Winter Park Bach Festival, we will produce a recording of well-loved Moravian anthems. 

· We also anticipate a “Moravian Christmas Music” recording when funding permits.

· We are studying various ways to make Moravian music more widely available; commercial publishers will publish a very limited amount per year.

· We anticipate producing more Moravian music in arrangements for smaller choirs.

Celebrating:

· 2006 is MMF’s 50th anniversary year. We are planning a wide variety of concerts, workshops, and other events around the country.

· The 2006 Moravian Music Festival will be held in 2-8 July, 2006, in Columbus, Ohio. Music preparation is nearly complete.

· MMF is involved in the planning of the Unity Brass Festival to be held 13-16 September in Cape Town, South Africa. MMF’s Northern Province office has MMF’s primary responsibility.

Administration:

· Plan for retirement of MMF Assistant Director Albert H. Frank in 2007, and engage his replacement.

· Continue to seek more secure funding base to provide better services.

Assigned to Ministry Group:
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