
REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2006

From the

MISSION SOCIETY OF THE MORAVIAN CHURCH, SOUTH, INC.

PURPOSE/MISSION

The Mission Society, founded in April 1923, will educate Moravians about the issues and needs of the world mission of the Church.  The Mission Society will work to facilitate and support personal and congregational involvement in missions, furthering the spread of the Gospel throughout the world.

RESPONSIBILITIES

· Support and fully cooperate with the Board of World Mission, the overseas mission agency of the Northern and Southern Provinces of the United States.
· Disseminate information on mission issues and needs, through its publication "ONWARD" and other direct communications with congregations.
· Assist in meeting emergency mission crises.

· Emphasize prayer for specific mission causes.

· Recruit short-term and long-term workers for overseas service.

· Bring persons from other countries to witness among us.

· Support congregational mission efforts, such as hosting the "Perspectives" course and mission retreats.

· Sponsor the Annual Lovefeast and Mission Awareness Dinner.

· Maintain and oversee operation of the Mission House, 433 South Main St, Winston-Salem, a two apartment complex for use by missionaries on furlough and other special guests of the Mission Society.

· Promote mission interest on the part of young people through the Young Partners in Mission Program.

ASSIGNMENTS FROM SYNOD 2002:  None assigned.

ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST SYNOD
Operating on an annual budget of $247,000 to $199,000 in 2004 and $201,000 in 2005 generated principally from investment income, the Mission Society has:

· Provided financial support to two couples sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ, serving in China and Croatia.

· Provided financial support to a couple ministering in Jordan.

· Provided funds through the Board of World Mission for disaster relief from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

· Provided financial support for a couple working with the Mizteco people in Mexico.

· Provided financial support for a young woman sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ, serving in Southeast Asia.

· Provided financial support for a young man sponsored by YWAM, serving in an orphanage in Kenya.

· Provided financial support for a couple sponsored by OMF, serving in Southeast Asia.

· Provided financial support for a young woman sponsored by Wycliffe in Kenya.

· Provided funds for procurement of major equipment additions to the Moravian Hospital in Ahuas, Honduras.

· Provided support for a young woman ministering to Native Americans in New Mexico through Inter-Varsity at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque and Gallup.

· Supported Mission Aviation Fellowship and Alas de Socorro (Wings of Mercy) in Honduras.

· Provided financial assistance to individuals on short-term trips to Jamaica, Czech Republic, Belgium, and Botswana.

· Provided approximately $80,000 in matching grant funds to young people going on summer mission trips over past 4 year period.

· Refurnished and redecorated first floor apartment in the Mission Residence.

· Participated in a worldwide Unity conference of mission societies

· Provided financial support to Compassionate Heart International, a NGO organization.

· Provided financial support to BWM missionary in Alaska.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS PLANNED

· Revitalize Mission Ambassadors' programs in local congregations.

· Explore opportunities to extend mission outreach to Baltic States, possibly reactivating the Enterprise Fund.

· Continue support of all ongoing ministries.

· Refurnish and redecorate second floor apartment in Mission Residence.

· Develop cooperative relationship with Samaritan’s Purse and Lutheran Disaster Relief Organization for joining in disaster relief and recovery.
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