REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2006

from the

Interprovincial Faith and Order Commission

PURPOSE/MISSION:

The Faith and Order Commission is a theological “think tank” established by the synods of the Southern and Northern Province.  It is the task of the Commission to examine in depth and make recommendation to the Provincial Elders’ Conferences of the Southern and Northern Provinces concerning issues of interest to either Provincial Elders’ Conference.  This group is not a policy making group, but rather an advisory group which provides an opportunity for reflective thinking to be focused upon matters of concern.  Additionally, the Commission investigates issues that are of importance to the members of the body and makes recommendations to the Provincial Elders’ Conferences of the North and the South who make final decisions.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

The Faith and Order Commission meets semi-annually and reports to the Provincial Elders’ Conference of the Southern and Northern Provinces, on matters of interest to the members of the Commission and on matters referred to it by either Provincial Elders’ Conference or synod.

ASSIGNMENTS FROM SYNOD 2002
ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST SYNOD

· Review of the Ecumenical activities of the Moravian Church, Southern and Northern Provinces.  

· Moravian/Lutheran; Moravian/Episcopal and Moravian/Reformed Bilateral 

· Moravian relationship with Christian Churches Together; National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; World Council of Churches

· Review of the ecumenical activities of the Moravian Church, Northern Province with respect to Churches Uniting in Christ.

· Planning and implementation of the Interprovincial Ministry Convocation and Worship Conference

· A statement on Baptism was reviewed and prepared for publication

· A paper on the Theology of Ordination was developed

· A discussion was opened on the question of “Moravian Identity.”

· The book “Building A Foundation of Faith” was examined and edited for publication

· Discussion of the office of Bishop

· A letter was drafted prior to US involvement in the Iraq war

· A Protocol for Leaving and Arriving at a Parish was reviewed and discussed

· The development of a statement on “The Administration of the Holy Communion in Special Circumstances”

· The development of a paper on the Theology of Suffering

FUTURE DIRECTIONS:

Continuing work on many of the topics above and questions as assigned by synods of the Southern or Northern Provinces and/or the Provincial Elders’ Conferences.

Assigned to Ministry Group:




















