REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2006

from

THE CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS

The five bishops of the Unity residing in the Winston-Salem area of the Southern Province hold regular monthly meetings as a Conference of Bishops.  These are the brethren D. Wayne Burkette, James C. Hughes, Robert A. Iobst, Graham H. Rights and Lane A. Sapp. Bro. John F. Wilson of Miami, Florida, who is unable to meet with his brethren, except on rare visits coinciding with a monthly meeting or the annual retreat, has faithfully served the churches of the Florida District and in visiting the provinces of Nicaragua and Honduras.

The monthly sessions are opened with a report from Bro. Robert E. Sawyer, President of the Provincial Elders' Conference.  He conveys to the bishops special concerns needing their intercession.  Following his departure, the bishops discuss other prayer needs and enter into a season of prayer.  Contacts by e-mail often bring other needs and prayer concerns to their attention.  

Since the last synod, one of the bishops has served annually as "Bishop in Residence" at Moravian Theological Seminary during a week in November, meeting with students individually and in group sessions as well as with the faculty.  A bishop serves, also, as a member of the Inter-provincial Faith and Order Commission, the Southern Province's Commission on Church and Society, and the Provincial Planning Council.  Among the other important duties each bishop shares, he tries earnestly to be a pastor to other pastors and to encourage the congregations as opportunity arises.

Always, the privilege of ordination to the ministry and consecration of pastors already in service, requiring the prior meetings and planning conferences with the candidates for the services, are among the high points of each bishop's calling.  Since last Synod, at the request of the Provincial Elders' Conference, a bishop has presided at the ordination of the following ten persons:

Jonathan Boling, December 28, 2003                           
Christy Clore, July 3, 2005

Raymond Humphrey, February 15, 2004                      
Ramona Routh, September 18, 2005

Margaret Leinbach, Marcy 14, 2004                              
Judy Knopf, October 16, 2005

Wilma Israel, June 20, 2004                                          
Russell May, January 29, 2006

Walter Bishop, June 26, 2005                                    
Tim Sapp, February 12, 2006

Consecrations as Presbyters was celebrated for the following seventeen ministers already in service: 

Billy Flippin, February 2, 2003                                    
Joe Moore, May 16, 2004

Tripp May, February 9, 2003                                           
Kelly Moore, May 16, 2004

Wayne Byerly, March 2, 2003                                         
Sam Gray, June 13, 2004

David Marcus, March 16, 2003                                      
Patty Garner, September 26, 2004

James Doss, March 123, 2003                                       
Keith White, October 24, 2004

Hal Atkins, April 6, 2003                                                
Chris Thore, November 14, 2004

John G. Rights, June 22, 2003                                      
Jeff Carter, August 14, 2005

Matthew Allen, March 21, 2004                                     
Bob Peek, September 25, 2005





Walter Yarbrough, January 15, 2006 

The Twelfth Inter-Provincial Bishops' Conference for bishops residing in the Northern and Southern Provinces, USA, was held in Wisconsin in 2004.  Several guest bishops from the Lutheran Church (E.L.C.A.) and the Episcopal Church met briefly with their Moravian brother and sister bishops, sharing their mutual worship, fellowship, and structure for service.  The Southern Province will host the Thirteenth Inter-Provincial Conference of Moravian Bishops, being planned for August 3-6, 2006, in Winston-Salem.  The brethren Lane Sapp and Graham Rights are co-chairs for this meeting.  Bishops in these two provinces have been meeting every two years.  A Conference of Bishops representing the nineteen provinces of the Unity is being planned for 2007 in Jamaica with Bishop Kingsley Lewis of Jamaica as chair for planning. Bishops of the Unity meet in conference every seven years.

The six brethren of the Southern Province express gratitude for the confidence placed in us and our shared ministry with all brother and sister Moravians-in-ministry both lay and ordained, in our beloved Southern Province. The challenges of our world are great and, likewise, the problems that can arise among fellow-Christians require our deepest commitment for solving them, looking for guidance to Christ, the Chief Elder and Head of our Church.  Where we, as bishops, have failed to measure up to your expectations, we ask for your forgiveness.  We stand ready to serve, to the best of our separate abilities, as the Church needs and calls to us.  Our prayers surround the members of our Provincial Elders' Conference, our ministers, our congregations, our denominational groups and organizations at the center of our calling as bishops.  Where we may be of service, more fully, we welcome your call(s) and request your togetherness with us in the spirit of one of the oldest hymns of our heritage (attributed to Matthew of Kunwald, 1457, or Gabriel Komarovsky. 1467):   

"One our Master, one alone, none but Christ as Lord we own;

Brethren of his law' are we -- "As I loved you, so love ye."

Branches we in Christ, the Vine, living by his life divine,

As the Father with the Son, so, in Christ, we all are one."   (St 2, Hymn 525, Moravian Book of Worship)
Assigned to Ministry Group: 








