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Report to the Synod of 2006

from the

Moravian Archives

Purpose/mission
The Moravian Archives is the official repository of the records of the Moravian Church, Southern Province. As such our prime function is to receive, inventory, catalog, and safeguard the mass of documents generated by all the agencies of the Moravian Church and all the congregations of the Southern Province. Our records extend back before the American Revolution, to 1753, the beginning of the Moravian Church in North Carolina, and they give a detailed account of life in earlier times as well as family histories of church members.

Responsibilities: (or what we really like doing):
The Moravian Archives does far more than its prime function of receiving, inventorying, cataloging, and safeguarding the records of the Moravian Church, Southern Province. We are also:

· A publishing house, having brought into print in the last 14 years 19 booklets and three major volumes on the history of the Southern Province and the faith of the Moravian Church.

· An educator, giving numerous lectures and papers to a variety people from seminary scholars to Sunday school classes to local genealogical societies.

· A research resource for scholars from grade schoolers doing North Carolina Day presentations to Ph.D. candidates fulfilling their university’s requirements.

· A detective for many genealogists searching for that one — or maybe a dozen — missing links in their family trees.

· A reference librarian for congregations and ministers, providing information for churches’ anniversaries and histories, looking up a Daily Text for an anniversary sermon or a baptism date or confirmation text for a memoir.

· A file cabinet for church boards, hoping they will send us all the necessary documents so that when their successors 35 years hence are looking for that agreement they had with city officials over a parking lot, we will have the document.

· A guidepost, trying to show non-Moravians the way to who the Moravians really were and are.

Assignments from Synod 2002:

· Resolution #4, page 8, titled “Church Records Deposited in the Archives.” This resolution was submitted by the Moravian Archives to remind all churches and agencies that all records no longer in use are to be deposited at the Archives. The resolution calls on the congregations to “assist the provincial archivist in depositing their church records in the new archival facility so that these records may be an example of what we have done and be a guiding light to future generations.” Report #C to the 2002 Synod titled “Called by Christ to Serve Together” stresses (p. 11) the need for this cooperation, for “without these current records, future generations of Moravians will know more about the Church in 1802 than the Church in 2002.”

· Report #D, pages 51-53, titled “Relationship Between the Provincial Financial Board and Other Provincial Boards and Agencies.” Moravian Archives cherishes its continuing close working relationship with the Treasurer’s Office. At the drop of the hat the Treasurer is on call to answer any niggling budget issue (except depreciation, which he considers Archives hopelessly dense over). Bills that desperately need paying day before yesterday are processed with aplomb. Errant accounts are tracked down and set aright with eas. The Archives especially commends Treasurer’s Office for instituting a monthly reporting system for all Archives budget items. On its part, Moravian Archives keeps Treasurer’s Office (and PEC) abreast of its activities by sharing Archives Board minutes. And Archives is on call to answer any niggling question Treasurer’s Office may have about its past (yes, the Magnum Hulthin fund has indeed been around, collecting interest, since his death in 1843).

Activities Since Last Synod:
Aside from our prime function of receiving, inventorying, cataloging, and safeguarding the records of the Southern Province, since the last Synod in 2002 the Moravian Archives:

· Saw to the publication in 2002 of With Courage for the Future: The Story of the Moravian Church, Southern Province. A major contribution to the Province’s 250th anniversary, With Courage begins a year before the beginning, in 1752 with the search for land in the North Carolina colony, and concludes with the Synod of 2002 and a look forward to the future. Comprehensive in scale — it is 926 pages and weighs four pounds (we call it the “door​stopper”) — it includes 12 maps, 58 pictures, and appendixes that feature listings of Provincial boards, pastorates of each church, and a time line of major events in the Province. With Courage tells a wonderful story about a wonderful church, your church. It retails at a cheap $34.95. Moravian Book & Gift Shop sells it. Buy it. Read it. You won’t be able to put it down. (Funds for publication of With Courage were provided entirely from the Archives’ self-sustaining book fund.)

· Prepared, in conjunction with the Moravian Music Foundation, the ode for the concluding service of the Province’s 250th anniversary on November 16, 2003, in Wait Chapel at Wake Forest University. Some 1,500 Moravians and guests celebrated our church’s quarter-century of service in southern America, and they heard the Province’s Archivist, the Rev. Dr. C. Daniel Crews, deliver the service’s keynote address, “What It Was, Was Jesus,” pardon Andy Griffith.

· Rushed the 250th anniversary keynote address into print in light of its wild popularity and saw the donations for its publication cover the costs.

· Published three additional booklets:

· Funeral Chorales of the Moravian Church, a joint publication with the Moravian Music Foundation. One of the most beautiful customs of the Moravian Church is the playing of the band at a funeral service. But what does the band play and why? These questions are answered in a slim booklet first published in 1905 and now refreshed for today’s readers.

· Ghosts of Salem and Other Tales. The Little Red Man, the strange exit of Br. Staub, the Cold Spot, and other tales introduce the reader to the Moravian community of Salem, North Carolina. Though it is a delightful little booklet, the compiler’s wife and daughter roundly condemned it as lacking any ghost tales whatsoever ​— except the last one, which the compiler did not write.

· This We Most Certainly Believe. In clear, down-to-earth style, Archivist C. Daniel Crews explores that portion of Christian faith that makes Moravians distinctly, uniquely Moravian. As others may raise fears and doubts, it is a comfort to be reassured once again of the Moravians’ answer: Christ and Him crucified.

· Processed and inventoried more than 100 years of accumulated documents and records of Salem Congregation and the Provincial Treasurer’s Office. These included deeds, property transactions, and some 300 maps, plats, and blueprints. One box was filled with documents dating to the 18th century and included a “Deed Book” listing first local sales of Wachovia land. A typescript of the “Deed Book” has received circulation by being printed in the Forsyth County Genealogical Society’s quarterly journal.

· Scanned some 8,000 memoirs into the computer — we are down to the P’s now — to make them more readily accessible to the public and to preserve the memoirs, many of them the only copy there is. The hope is to scan the last 5,000 memoirs in another six months or so.

· Began a popular monthly luncheon lecture series with such titles as “The Moravian Navy,” “The Salvation of Old Man Faber,” and “Fun Finds in the Vault.”

· Launched a massive project to create an overall burial/graveyard listing for every church in the Province. Already several volunteers have provided information on their church grave​yards, and Salem Congregation is updating its record of the Salem God’s Acre. In return, churches will receive a list that can be sorted alphabetically or chronologically, by place of birth or place of burial. Completion of this project will be some Synods down the road.

· Assisted Hope with an updated directory of the old Hope God’s Acre and an expanded edition as it neared its 225th anniversary.

· Created databases for the Archives library and vertical file as well as the Archives map files, church boxes, pre-20th century records, and 20th and 21st century records. Discussions continue with the Bethlehem, Herrnhut, and London Archives toward a computer link-up.

· Conducted annual campaigns for the Friends of the Archives to raise funds for special projects as well as supplement essential needs in the Archives budget. Since the Archives budget covers only rent, utilities, and employee wages and health insurance, any “program” funds must come from other sources. The book fund, for example, provides for Archives publications. Without the continuing generosity of Friends of the Archives, many of the accomplishments listed here would come to a dead halt or not even exist.

· Microfilmed The Wachovia Moravian, the Southern Province’s monthly newspaper, from 1915 to 1970, when it merged with the Northern Province’s monthly. Thanks to this project, which was entirely supported by Friends of the Archives, microfilm copies of this true goldmine of church history and lore, 1893-1970, are available at the Forsyth County Public Library and at the Moravian College library and the Moravian Archives in Bethlehem. (The first 21 years of The Wachovia Moravian had previously been microfilmed by the State Archives in Raleigh.)

· Began a “Newsletter Notes” column in the Provincial Ties newsletter. Inspired by Br. Herbert Weber and ably assisted by church secretaries and workers throughout the Province as they collect news for their own newsletters, this column aims to be as informative and uplifting as the old Wachovia Moravian and as helpful to future generations of church historians. Each month this column is e-mailed to all the churches for their use as they see fit in their own newsletters or on a bulletin board or forwarded as e-mails to their members. An informal Memorabilia of the Province has also been initiated. With the help of brief reports contributed by agencies and news from churches, we once again have annual summaries of activities in the Province.

· Continued a translation of the Friedberg Diary going into the Revolutionary War years, and began a modern-day translation of Zinzendorf’s Berlin Discourses. The latter provides great insight into the faith and belief of the Moravian Church. In addition, a fresh translation has been made of the Ancient Unity’s Confession of 1535, the principal public declaration of faith by the early Moravian Church. With its posting on the Internet, this translation will give wide​spread access to the deep spiritual and traditional heritage we have from the Ancient Unity.

· Launched with the Cherokee Moravian Historical Association a project to publish the correspondence of the Moravian mission to the Cherokee nation at Springplace in what is now Georgia. This will be the first of what we hope will be a number of volumes publishing the diaries, reports, and letters of this 90-year mission endeavor.

· Held “Archives Day” open houses in 2004 and 2005 to help Moravians and the public at large become better acquainted with the Archives, what we have and what we do.

· And then there are the “little” things we did as a matter of course every day:

· Researched genealogy inquiries from across the country.

· Welcomed catechism classes, Sunday school classes, and senior friends to tour the Archives and learn more of their church’s inspiring history.

· Answered the Moravian Music Foundation’s phone and sent callers in the right direction.

· Assisted researchers from a Yale University professor to the Metropolitan Museum to Salem College students to Moravian theological seminarians. 

· Researched and helped plan for the church’s Ministers Summit and the Music and Worship Conference.

· Provided answers and documentation to the Laurel Ridge Board, the PEC president, Treasurer’s Office, and individual congregations on questions that arose in the course of their work.

· Received and processed materials coming in from churches and agencies throughout the Province.

· Spoke at various churches and service groups for anniversaries or history series or theology classes.

· Gave a tour for the Moravian Music Festival of notable musicians in the Salem God’s Acre.

· Provided documentation for Salem College’s restoration of the Sisters House.

· Researched for and took part in special programs sponsored by Old Salem, Inc., including a conference on Moravian women and a Civil War seminar.

· Reviewed historical and theological pieces that have been submitted by Moravian ministers and historians.

Future Directions:
Here is a wish list of what we would like to see:

· A children’s history and a youth history of the Southern Province based on With Courage for the Future. This was number one on our wish last time, and it will stay number one until both publications are a reality. They would be welcomed additions to the Province’s publications.

· Completion of all the projects listed in the activities section above.

· Assist every congregation in the Province to update its holdings in the Archives. Gaps in records should also be filled when possible. Archives staff stand ready to visit the churches to help in this matter.

· Publication of volume 13 of Records of the Moravians in North Carolina. The State Archives in Raleigh has been promising this since 2000, but the budget crunch and other State publications got in the way. Volume 13 covers the Reconstruction years, 1867-1876, with church diaries, board minutes, and register material of baptisms, marriages, and deaths. With its publication, volume 13 will complete the span from earlier volumes of Records of the Moravians to Bishop Edward Rondthaler’s The Memorabilia of Fifty Years, 1877 to 1927.

· Place at least an outline of our holdings on our web site, www.MoravianArchives.org. This would include an on-line catalog of the Archives research library, perhaps combined with the Peter Library of the Moravian Music Foundation.

· Microfilm more of our holdings. We made a start with The Wachovia Moravian. Are there opportunities for more to be microfilmed?

· Even better (perhaps) than microfilming, is scanning our holdings into the computer for use at the push of a button. We have experimented with sending typescript translations of Springplace correspondence to a high speed scanner company. Presto! A month later the translations were returned with a compact disc for loading into the computer. Other clear typescripts can undergo the same process including translations of the Salem Aeltesten Conferenz, Spangenberg correspondence, Sisters Diary, St. Philips Diary, and others.

Assigned to Ministry Group:
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