REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2002

from the

UNITY AND ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Purpose/Mission:

To maintain relationships with our worldwide Moravian Unity and with the various Councils of Churches and sister denominations,

To be appropriately responsive to these brother and sister Christians, and thus

To help our church honor our Savior’s prayer that all his followers be one.

Responsibilities
1. To obtain ongoing information about the life and ministry of the Unity

2. To foster relationships with

*The World Council of Churches

*The National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

*The various State Council of Churches in states where we are located

*The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

*The Episcopal Church in America with whom we are in dialogue

       *The Episcopal-Lutheran-Moravian Consortium in North Carolina

       *Denominations of the Reformed tradition, who are interested in our understanding of the ministry of    

         oversight.

3.    To respond in appropriate ways, especially in communication with our Southern Province PEC, the Jt. 

PECs of the two American Provinces and with our congregations as well as, of course, with our Synod.

Activities Since Last Synod:

1. Reviewed ecumenical and Unity happenings at each meeting.

2. Helped maintain contact with and participation in and received reports from the various councils of churches of which we are members.

3. Responded to the survey of the World Council of Churches on peace and domestic violence.

4. Were represented at the installation of the new Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry of the Diocese of North Carolina.

5. Were represented in the Episcopal-Moravian Dialogue meetings September 15 and 16, 2000 in Winston-Salem, N.C and March 1-3, 2001 in Raleigh, N. C.

6. Were represented at each of the annual synods of the N.C. Synod of the Lutheran Church.

7.  Promoted participation in the celebrations of the Moravian-Lutheran full-communion agreement.

8. Were represented on the Women’s Conference in Elizabethton , PA. In 1998.

9. Were represented in the Unity-wide Women’s Consultation in South Africa in 2001.

10. Were represented in the Unity-wide Mission Conference in Herrnhut, Germany, 2001.

11. Were represented at each Biennial Convention of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas.

12. Were represented at the Bicentennial Celebration of the Oaks Indian Mission in Oklahoma, 2001.

13. Were represented in the North Carolina Council of Churches work on Christian Unity, Public Education and enabling certain legislative priorities in the N.C. General Assembly.

14. Were represented on the Missionary Society and on overseas and domestic Church sponsored mission projects.

Future Directions:

1. Will fulfill ongoing responsibilities in the areas mentioned above.

2. Will seek to offer reports, perspectives and interpretations to our people on our ongoing dialogue with the Episcopal Church.

3. Will respond to other dialogue opportunities as directed by the Joint PECs of our two American provinces.

