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Report to the Synod of 2002

from the

Sunnyside Ministry of the Moravian church

319 Haled Street, Winston-Salem, (336)7247558, sunnyside@triad.rr.com
Purpose/mission:    Sunnyside Ministry is an emergency assistance agency established on November 26, 1978 by the Board of Evangelism and Home Missions of the Moravian Church in America, Southern Province. The purpose of Sunnyside Ministry is to assist materially and spiritually the residents of south central Forsyth and northern Davidson Counties who find themselves in crisis situations.  The goal is to help individuals and families avoid life-threatening situations brought on by financial crisis.  The mission is to provide a Christ centered volunteer ministry of justice, righteousness and peace to our disadvantaged and disenfranchised neighbors in their time of need.

Programs:
· Sunnyside has a food pantry and provides emergency grocery orders to our hungry neighbors.

· Sunnyside has a clothing closet and provides clothing and light household goods for people in need.

· Sunnyside provides emergency financial assistance with housing, fuel, utilities, medical, and other needs for people in life threatening situations.

· Sunnyside provides a free medical clinic twice each month at Trinity Moravian for children and adults.

· Sunnyside provides a transitional housing program for families facing homelessness.

· Sunnyside has a college scholarship program for high school graduates from the target area.

· Sunnyside provides a personal financial counseling program for people desiring such training.

· Sunnyside provides a spiritual enrichment program for the whole faith community at the Sunnyside Labyrinth Garden at Trinity Corner.

Activities Since Last Synod:
· The Sunnyside Scholarship Program is a three-year old project.  There are 10 area scholars receiving financial assistance.  Each scholarship is enhanced with a lap top computer, a hand held organizer and summer intern and enrichment assistance.  This program is truly life changing for the participants.  Sunnyside selects applicants from its service area who will succeed in college, who have a real financial need, who have demonstrated a benevolent spirit and are likely to continue that spirit later in life.

· The Sunnyside financial counseling program is also a new program.  It was written and is taught by a Sunnyside volunteer and has been of great benefit to the participants.  This is also a life changing program and a personal ministry for a very committed woman with a teaching gift from the Spirit.

· The Sunnyside Labyrinth Garden at Trinity Corner is the newest project.  Sunnyside is charged with doing what it can to assist its neighbors with their physical and spiritual needs. For a long while Sunnyside has done an outstanding job with the physical portion of that charge.  In an attempt to better meet the spiritual aspect of that charge Sunnyside has constructed a spiritual garden as an addition to our Haled Street campus.  The labyrinth, long a tool for spiritual enrichment, follows a determined path based on the 13 points of a star.  A walk through a labyrinth encourages a meditative experience designed to lead to a spiritual event similar to a religious pilgrimage.  When a person walks a sacred path in search of spiritual illumination they simply put one foot in front of the other.  Illumination begets wisdom.  Wisdom fuels the search for peace, justice and righteousness.  Jeremiah said in Chapter 6, verse 16,” Ask for the ancient path, where the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for the soul.”

Future Directions:
· A strategic plan for Sunnyside Ministry was developed in meetings with volunteers, board members and other interested parties during the winter of 2001.  Certain goals were established and strategies for their realization were identified.  Sunnyside will operate under the direction of this plan for the next three years.

Respectfully submitted by Roma R. Combs, Director of Sunnyside Ministry.
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