REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2002

from the

Public Relations Commission 

PURPOSE/MISSION 

It has long been the charge of the Public Relations Commission to promote the Moravian Church as a viable, alive denomination and to improve understanding of the Church by answering such questions as: Who are the Moravians? What do they believe? How are they serving? How does the Moravian Church differ from other Protestant denominations? How are they similar? 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

Membership of the Public Relations Commission consists of: 

Tonya Bovender 
Barbara Thornton

Bill Glance (Chair) 
The Rev. Don Winters 

Bob Hunter 

Mark Wright 

Sarah Hunter 

It was the unanimous decision of this commission that we could best provide information about the Church to Moravians and non- Moravians by developing a website for the Southern Province, Moravian Church in America. That website is now complete and can be viewed at : 

http://WWW.mcsp.org. 

ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST SYNOD 

The PR Commission has devoted most of its efforts to the development of the website. First, considerable and careful thought went into the determination of what should be included on the website. Next, lengthy discussion centered on which website development firm would be chosen to design the site? Who would be the web server? Who would serve as webmaster? We interviewed three website development groups and selected Ghostwriters, Inc, which had the most experience and appeared to have a greater creative bent.  We were pleased that the design touches and pictures make it look unmistakably Moravian. Material for the website was pulled together from various sources and written by members of the committee, with assistance from the Rev. Dr. Robert Sawyer. In addition to the Home Page, the website includes information on: 

Who are the Moravians? 

--What we believe 

--Church history 

--Customs, practices and music in church life 

--Daily Text 

How are we serving? 

--Moravian outreach 

--Organization and administration of the Province 

--Related sites 

Where are we located 

--Directory of Moravian Churches in U.S.A., Canada, Great Britain, Ireland, Germany, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, Estonia, and the Czech Republic

What's new? 

--Provincial calendar 

--Provincial Ties newsletter 

--Related links 

The website will be updated regularly to assure the information is current. 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

The Public Relations Commission strongly recommends that the PEC of the Southern Province, in conjunction with the PEC of the Northern Province, give prayerful consideration to making the Moravian Church in America a full member of the Protestant Hour.  Each Sunday morning, this ecumenical radio ministry reaches millions of listeners across the nation and around the world.  By joining the Episcopal Media Center, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Methodist Church as a participant in The Protestant Hour, the Moravian Church could greatly increase its presence in the minds of those who may know little about Moravians. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Glance, Chair 
