Report to the Synod of 2002
from the

Commission on Older Adult Ministry

Purpose:
Promote ministry by, with, and for older adult members in local congregations of the Moravian Church in the Southern Province. (Synod 1995)

Responsibilities: (*)

●
Respond to data collected in the 1997 Survey.

●
Promote successful aging and positive feels about the whole of human life.

●
Foster community, fellowship, and life enriching activities among older adults

●
Offer educational activities and spiritual growth opportunities

●
Generate positive and harmonious relationships among all generations of church members

●
Identify the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs of older adults, especially the frail elderly, and to develop appropriate methods for responding to those needs.

●
Integrate more fully older adults in various activities of the congregation.

(*From recommendations of Survey of Older Adults: Southern Province of the Moravian Church, April 1997.)
Activities since last synod:

►
Met monthly during intersynodal period.

►
Developed and implemented a communication link between the Commission and the churches by a pastor appointed representative of older adult ministry in the Southern Province congregation.

►
Designed a Provincial wide Older Adult Educational Forum September, 1999. (26 churches were represented with 84 attendees).  Title: A Celebration of all God’s Children. This forum was held during the day.

►
Designed a Provincial wide Older Adult Education Forum September, 2000.  (25 churches were represented with 90 attendees).  Title: Nurturing the Senior Apostles for Ministry.  This forum was held during the day.

►
Designed a Provincial wide Older Adult Education Forum September, 2001. (11 churches represented with 50 attendees).  Title:  Caregivers: Who are they and what do they do? This forum was held in the early evening.

►
Developed a cooperative working relationship with the director of Youth and Family Ministry of the Board of Christian Education.

►
Designed a newsletter for older adult ministry representatives in each church in the Southern Province: “The Senior Apostle.”

►
Recommended to P.E.C. that last Sunday in September be designated Older Adult Sunday. (approved)

►
Assigned Commission member to represent Commission at Senior Friends Advisory Council meetings four times per year

Future Directions:

The Commission on Older Adult Ministry recognizes that the Senior Friends program provides a meaningful and positive ministry within some of our local congregations.  Yet there are needs in all of our congregations for educational ministry support in providing information to enhance the caring ministry within our whole province.

The Commission on Older Adult Ministry proposes the development and implementation for provincial leadership as a pilot project to focus on the possibilities and needs of Older Adult Ministry within our churches.  The Older Adults make up the majority of our membership.  We value their resource of wisdom that needs to be recognized within our beloved Moravian Church.

This focus would use as a guide the goals and objectives from Synod 1995 and the recommendations from The Older Adult Survey of 1997.  This function will provide support to the Commission on Older Adult Ministry to design, implement, and coordinate its activities in the area of Older Adult Ministry.
