REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2002

from the

NORTH CAROLINA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Purpose/Mission:

From its mission statement—“The Council is a spiritual fellowship and a cooperative agency of and for Christian churches in North Carolina.  In the Council, member churches are brought together in study, prayer and action.  The North Carolina Council welcomes to its membership all those judicatories that accept Jesus Christ as the incarnate Son of God and Savior of the World, and that sincerely purpose to bear ecumenical witness to him through the medium of the Council.”

Responsibilities:

The NC Council of Churches seeks to fulfill the above mission through helping its member judicatories meet their ecumenical intentions within the state of NC and their desires to respond appropriately to many needs of the people of NC to which the churches may have responsibilities.  

Activities Since Last  Synod:

1.
It has sought to foster Christian unity and an ecumenical spirit among Christians in North Carolina.  This effort of the Council is directed by its Committee on Christian Unity.  In 1999 it brought together the judicatory heads at Salem College to think about matters they might want to address together.   They ended up meeting three times to plan and implement some joint activities around the Jubilee theme for the year 2000.  Another group was brought together to encourage churches to celebrate the Christian unity expressed in flood victim relief after the Hurricane Floyd Flood, and to encourage Christians to continue to work in the new phase of relief, which is the redevelopment of the economy in eastern N.C.

2. The other side of the Council’s work had to do with meeting human needs in NC.  This is done in a number of ways.  The Council has fifteen plus sub groups which pursue special needs, such as lobbying for certain values and causes in the state legislature, disaster relief, the needs of the poor and disenfranchised (especially, children, those who are in need of medical care and insurance coverage, e.g.), the prison population, public education, rural life, welfare recipients, etc.

Future Directions:

The Council has in the last two years undergone a period of transition.  Its long time (30 years) Executive Director, The Rev. Collins Kilburn retired and had been replaced by the Rev. George Reed.  Collins had done a fantastic job and there is every evidence that George will also.  Each area of the Council’s work is being looked at and evaluated looking toward doing even more effective and significant work.   

The Council always struggles with having enough financial support to do its work.  The ongoing support of our church and of individuals is much needed.  Individual Moravians who would like more information about the work of the Council and who might be interested in helping support its work are invited to contact Bill McElveen who represents us on the Council’s Executive Board.

