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Report to the Synod of 2002

from the

MORAVIAN-EPISCOPAL DIALOGUE 

Purpose/mission
Appointed by the Northern and Southern Province PEC’s in response to a resolution of the Interprovincial Faith and Order Commission, this group’s mission is to explore the possibility of full communion between the Episcopal Church, USA and the Moravian Church in America.

Responsibilities:
· Meet with representatives of the Episcopal Church to dialogue about the possibility of full communion. 

· Report regularly to both PEC’s as well as the Interprovincial Faith and Order Commission 

· Report to the Synods of both Provinces

Activities Since Last Synod:
· Committee members appointed by their respective PEC’s include: Bill McElveen, Hal Atkins and Peggy Cartner (S. Province); Otto Dreydopple and Gary Harke (N. Province)

· Two meetings have been held with representatives of the Episcopal Church:

· Sept. 15-16, 2000 – Winston-Salem, NC:  Initial meeting – Structure and process was established for the work of the Dialogue.  The goal of the committee and a timeline for the work were proposed.

· March 1-3, 2001 – Raleigh, NC: The goal of the committee was refined to read, “Our goal is to recognize our [Episcopal and Moravian] full communion in faith and life for the sake of our common mission.”  Theological perspectives of both denominations were shared and discussed.

Future Directions:
· A third meeting is scheduled for November 5-7, 2001 in Bethlehem, PA.

· The proposed timeline for the Dialogue is as follows:

· A proposal for interim pulpit and altar fellowship between the Moravian Church in America and the Episcopal Church could be presented to the Provincial Synods of 2002 and the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 2003.

· A proposal for full communion might be ready for adoption by both church bodies at their meetings in 2006
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