REPORT TO THE SYNOD OF 2002

from the

MISSION SOCIETY OF THE MORAVIAN CHURCH, SOUTH, INC.

PURPOSE/MISSION


The Mission Society, founded in April, 1923, will educate Moravians about the issues and needs of the world mission of the Church.  The Mission Society will work to facilitate and support personal and congregational involvement in missions, furthering the spread of the Gospel throughout the world.

RESPONSIBILITIES

*
Support and fully cooperate with the Board of World Mission, the overseas mission agency of the Northern and Southern Provinces of the United States.

*
Disseminate information on mission issues and needs, through its publication "ONWARD" and other direct communications with congregations.

*
Assist in meeting emergency mission crises.

*
Emphasize prayer for specific mission causes, such as the First Friday Prayer Gathering.

*
Recruit short term and long term workers for overseas service.

*
Bring persons from other countries to witness among us.

*
Support congregational mission efforts, such as hosting the "Perspectives" course and mission retreats.

*
Sponsor the Annual Lovefeast and Mission Awareness Dinner.

*
Maintain and oversee operation of the Mission House, 433 South Main St, Winston-Salem, a two-apartment complex for use by missionaries on furlough and other special guests of the Mission Society.

*
Promote mission interest on the part of young people through the Young Partners in Mission Program.

ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST SYNOD

Operating on an annual budget of $270 - 300,000, generated solely from investment income, the Mission Society has:

*
Invested $30,000 in the Comenius Foundation for the production of the "Zinzendorf" video.

*
Provided financial support to two couples sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ, serving in China and Croatia.

*
Provided financial support to a couple ministering in Sudan.

*
Provided funds for famine relief among the Chukotka people in Siberia.

*
Provided funds through the Board of Evangelism and Home Missions for disaster relief from Hurricane Floyd.

*
Provided support for a young adult to work with Wycliffe as a photographer.

*
Provided financial support to a Moravian Pastor who has taken a position with BEE World, an organization promoting the Gospel via the Internet.

Mission Society, p. 2

*
Provided funds for procurement of major equipment additions to the Moravian Hospital in Ahuas, Honduras.

*
Provided support for a young woman ministering to Native Americans in New Mexico through Inter-Varsity/Southwest Campus Christian Fellowship.

*
Supported Mission Aviation Fellowship and Alas de Socorro (Wings of Mercy) in Honduras.

*
Provided 40 scholarships for attendees to "Perspectives" course in 2001.

*
Provided 25 scholarships to students attending Urbana Conference in 2000.

*
Provided travel assistance to delegates attending Women's Conference in South Africa and Mission 2001 Conference in Herrnhut, Germany.

*
Provided financial assistance to individuals on short-term trips to Cuba, Moldova, Romania and other places.

*
Provided approximately $80,000 in matching grant funds to young people going on summer mission trips over past 4 year period.

*
Developed a "Short Term Mission Policy" to serve as a guideline for support of individuals involved.

*
Discontinued the Enterprise Fund after having realized the impracticality of administering the operation from the U.S.  Thirty loans were processed and over $13,000 distributed.  Collections were negligible and continuation of the project was left up to the individual provinces where loans had been made.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS PLANNED

*
Revitalize Mission Representatives' programs in local congregations.

*
Explore opportunities to extend mission outreach to Baltic States, possibly reactivating the Enterprise Fund.

*
Continue support of all ongoing ministries.

*
Participate in Moravian World-wide youth Mission Conference in Jamaica, 2004.

*
Assist in communicating recommendations of Mission 2001 Conference to local congregations for implementation.

