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Report to the Synod of 2002

from the

Florida District Board 
Purpose/mission
The Florida District is comprised of five organized congregations and three fellowship groups.

The Florida District Board initiates “cooperative programs for the Moravian congregations, provisional congregations, and fellowships in Florida” (from the By Laws).  The Board is directly responsible to the Provincial Elders’ Conference.

Activities Since Last Synod:

· Immigration Assistance Program -- Continued a Synod-mandated (’95,’98) program of assistance to Moravian individuals and families in need of legal assistance with immigration matters.

· Florida Lay Theological Education Program – continued a PEC-developed program to provide theological training to lay members who are congregational leaders, Provincial acolytes, or candidates for ordination.

· District CE and Youth Worker – The Rev. Joe Kelly has coordinated youth events, youth leader training, and support for Sunday School teachers, Vacation Bible Schools and other Christian Education ministry.  This 1/5 time position has been funded by the PEC.

· Florida District Scholarship Program – Began a program of awarding scholarships to Moravian young people to attend two year and four year colleges. 

· Florida District Youth Retreat – Conducted an annual weekend retreat for Middle and Senior High School students.

· District Workshops – Conducted annual educational workshops in the areas of evangelism, stewardship, and Christian education.
· District Worship Service – An annual Harvest (Thanksgiving) Service has provided opportunity for all the churches and fellowship to gather for worship.
· Pastoral Changes -- This inter-synodal period brought the retirement (and replacement through the call system) of the pastors of three of our five churches, as well as the development of a pastoral team at the Prince of Peace church.

Future Directions:

· Continuation of the programs and ministries listed above.

· Expansion of the District Scholarship Program (due to increased funding).

· Extension of the Immigration Assistance Program to Moravians residing the Tampa/St. Petersburg and Sarasota areas. 

· Exploring with the BEHM opportunities for new church development in the District.
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