Report to the 2002 Synod

from the

INTERPROVINCIAL

FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION
Purpose/Mission

The Inter-Provincial Faith and Order Commission serves the Moravian Church in North America under the direction of the Provincial Elders’ Conferences regarding matters of theological, doctrinal and ethical significance.

Responsibilities and Organization

The Church Order of the Unitas Fratrum and the resolutions of our respective Provincial Synods provide the foundation for examination of such issues put forward to the commission by the Provincial Elders, either singly or jointly, or by the Provincial Synods.  The commission may also initiate a study of theological, doctrinal and ethical issues it believes, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, to be of significance to the Church.  This task is undertaken in the context of prayer and worship by which, we believe, the will of God is more clearly known and obeyed.


Organized in 1987, the commission meets twice per year.  Its twelve members – five from the Southern Province and seven from the Northern Province – include both presidents of the Provincial Elders’ Conferences.  Meetings alternate between provinces.  Each province pays for the travel of its own participants and provides hospitality when hosting meetings.


During the last intersynodal period the Southern Province was represented by The Rev. Harold Atkins, The Rev. Dr. Steve Craver, The Rev. David S. Fischler, The Rt. Rev. Dr. James C. Hughes, The Rev. Judith Justice, The Rev. Dr. Robert E. Sawyer, and Mrs. Joyce Vance.  The Northern Province was represented by The Rt. Rev. C. Hopeton Clennon, The Rev. M. Blair Couch, The Rev. Otto Dreydoppel Jr., The Rev. Derek A. French, The Rt. Rev. Paul A. Graf, The Rev. R. Burke Johnson, The Rev. Dr. Stephen O. Nicholas.  Brothers Atkins, Fischler and Dreydoppel served as secretaries.  Brothers Nicholas and Clennon served as moderators.  Copies of the minutes of meetings are also sent to bishops residing in the Northern and Southern Provinces.  Their feedback and involvement are welcome.


The commission approached its work with two goals in mind:


To respond to specific requests of our synods, boards and agencies of the church, and congregations.


To lay before the church issues that grow out of our own reflection and study.

Activities Since Last Synod
 Lutheran-Moravian Coordinating Committee
Received written reports from the joint implementation committee regarding regional worship celebrations, ongoing communication, and the progress of new proposals for legislation.

 Moravian Episcopal Dialogue
Received reports of initial meetings held with representatives of the Eastern and Western Diocese of the Episcopal Church in North Carolina.  Receive written reports on the expanded dialogue with the Episcopal Church, USA.  The first steps of laying out theological and ecclesiological issues led to the preparation of papers offering various perspectives.

 The Theological Task As Understood Within the Moravian Tradition
A new document describing the Moravian approach to theological discussion was prepared.  The commission thanks Brother Frank Crouch for undertaking the primary task of writing the paper entitled Discerning Theological Perspectives and Positions Within the North American Moravian Tradition: A Paper of the Interprovincial Faith and Order Commission of the Moravian Church in America.

 Moravian Motto
The development of a brochure on the Moravian Motto, “In essential unity; in nonessentials liberty; and in all things love.”  The commission is appreciative to Brother David Guthrie for background material concerning Moravian essentials.  The final draft of a tri-fold brochure was forwarded to the Joint PECs for their action.  Emphasis was placed on the relational nature of the motto.

 Preparation for Membership book
The development of a manual for the preparation of new members provisionally entitled Foundations for Faith with Brother Kevin Frack as the primary author.  We are grateful to Brother Frack for his diligent work on this project.

 Catechism
Suggested that the Interprovincial Board of Communication revise the 1994 edition of the Catechism using current references to hymns in the Moravian Book of Worship as well as removing language used with reference to “dedicating” children in baptism.  The suggested new language comes from the Faith and Order pamphlet on The Sacrament of Baptism.

 Theology of Ordination
Discussed issues regarding the permanence of ordination, inclusion in the roll of active rostered clergy, and the first call to specialized ministry in ‘non-Moravian’ contexts.  The key concepts emerging from the development of a written thesis on the Moravian understanding of ordination are those of “function,” “status,” “identity,” and “being.”

 Specialized Ministry
Reviewed Specialized Ministry: Discussion Paper and Policy Recommendations by Brother Gary Harke and welcomed its use as resource material for several other issues under discussion.

 Interprovincial Board of Communication
Met with Brother David Wickmann and discussed the development of a list of scholarly resources that should be kept in print by the Interprovincial Board of Communication.  Met with Sister Deanna Hollenbach, the new director of communication and editor of The Moravian.

 Same-Gender Unions and Gay-Lesbian Issues
Reviewed the commission’s previous study of homosexuality, 1990-93.  Discussed the continuing pastoral issue of the status of same-gender unions in the Moravian Church.  Some members of the commission received complimentary copies of the book Christian Spirituality and Same-Gender Relationships, published by Sanctuary, a support group for gay and lesbian Moravians.

 Statement on Marriage
In 1998 the Southern and Northern Provincial Synods acted separately to edit the statement on marriage in The Moravian Covenant for Christian Living.  The commission did an editorial reconciliation of the language and submitted it to the Joint PECs for publication.

 The Gospel and Culture
Reviewed A Moravian Perspective on Gospel and Culture: A contribution from the Unity Standing Committee on Theology.  Forwarded a formal response to the Joint PECs.

Future Directions
 Continue the study of the Orders of Ministry with reflections on:  the unique Moravian application of the three-fold orders of ministry; how Moravian orders correlate to those of other communions who maintain the three-fold ministry (especially in our ecumenical engagements and in receiving ministers from other denominations); and the issue of bringing lay ministries under the orders of the church in a permanent diaconate.

 Discus the final draft of the Orderly Exchange of Ordained Clergy document coming out of the Lutheran-Moravian Coordinating Committee.  Pursue interest expressed in dialogues with denominations of dissimilar tradition.

 Discus the development of legislation for implementation of a full communion agreement with the Episcopal Church, USA.

 Pursue publication of the manual for the preparation of new members.  Develop a Leader’s Guide.  We note the recent revision and reprinting of John Groenfeldt’s book Becoming a Member of the Moravian Church.

 Develop a document on the Theology of Ordination.  This has specific relevance for the candidacy review process and the annual September 16 Covenanting Day for Moravian clergy.

 Continue the study of what makes Moravian worship Moravian.  Design a three- or four-day theological conference on worship for pastors, music directors and other worship leaders in both provinces.

 Pursue the collation of various statements on baptism and develop a unified comprehensive resource.

 Pursue discussion on:  Moravian identity; national and international ecumenical issues; the development of material in power point format for use in congregations.
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