Report to the Synod of 2002

from

The Conference of Bishops


The Conference of Bishops holds monthly meetings and is comprised of bishops of the Unity residing in the Southern Province.  Our number was diminished to four upon the passing of Bro. Burton J. Rights on March 2, 2000.  Bro. John F. Wilson, of Miami, Florida, has been unable to attend the meetings of the conference but has faithfully served the churches of the Florida district.


Regularly the monthly sessions are opened with a report from Bro. Robert E. Sawyer, President of the Provincial Elders’ Conference, who conveys to the bishops concerns of the province for special intercession.  These and other prayer concerns are discussed before entering into a season of prayer.


The Southern Province hosted a very special international gathering of  bishops for the Second Unity Bishops Conference, June 11 – 18, 1999.  Singularly important sessions were held at Laurel Ridge Camp and Conference Center.  A provincial celebration was held in Winston-Salem with all bishops participating.  Further opportunities enable the bishops to preach and bring greetings in southern churches and to visit many churches of the Eastern and Western Districts of the Northern Province before departing from our country. 


The Tenth Interprovincial Conference of Bishops of the Southern and Northern Provinces was held in Staten Island, New York, May 18-21, 2000.  Bishops spoke in churches of the area on Sunday.  A significant Pastoral Letter was sent to congregations of both provinces expressing concerns of the bishops for a world today in change with new times calling for new approaches.

During the year 2000, bishops again visited congregations under the theme “Ministry in the New Millennium.”  Sermons called upon fellow members to consider the Spirit’s gifts in their individual lives and to respond by offering these gifts in service for Christ and his Church.  Again, as in 1997, the bishops uplifted the call of Christ and the need for servants in the ordained ministry of the church.

Three areas receive intensive participation by individual bishops.  Bro. Robert Iobst serves with the Provincial Planning Council.  Bro. Graham Rights concentrates on the work of the Spiritual Growth Commission.  Bro. James Hughes continues to serve with the Interprovincial Faith and Order Commission.  Additionally, Bro. Rights has been the most recent “bishop in residence” for sessions with the students and faculty of Moravian Theological Seminary.  This responsibility is rotated annually.  Bro. John Wilson, recently retired from regular pastoral service, continues to give assistance to the churches and Moravian fellowship groups of Florida.  His service as bishop in Nicaragua and Honduras has demanded much time and attention.

As pastors of the larger church, each bishop has ordained and consecrated persons to the ministry.  They continue to uphold the church’s work and its ministers, their families, and congregations in prayer and counsel and to offer their assistance whenever called upon.
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