PAGE  

Report to the Synod of 2002

from the

Moravian Archives

Purpose/mission
The Moravian Archives is the official repository of the records of the Moravian Church, Southern Province. As such our prime function is to receive, inventory, catalog, and safeguard the mass of documents generated by all the agencies of the Moravian Church and all the congregations of the Southern Province. Our records extend back before the American Revolution, to 1753, the beginning of the Moravian Church in North Carolina, and they give a detailed account of life in earlier times as well as family histories of church members.

Responsibilities (or what we really like doing – except the last item):
The Moravian Archives does far more than its prime function of receiving, inventorying, and safeguarding the records of the Moravian Church, Southern Province. We are also:

· A publishing house, having brought into print in the last 10 years 15 booklets and two major volumes on the history of the Southern Province and the faith of the Moravian Church.

· An educator, giving numerous lectures and papers to a variety people from seminary scholars to Sunday school classes to local genealogical societies.

· A research resource for scholars from grade schoolers doing North Carolina Day presentations to Ph.D. candidates fulfilling their university’s requirements.

· A detective for many genealogists searching for that one – or maybe a dozen – missing links in their family trees.

· A reference librarian for ministers, looking up a Daily Text for an anniversary sermon or a baptism date or confirmation text for a memoir.

· A file cabinet for church boards, hoping they will send us all the necessary documents so that when their successors 35 years hence are looking for that agreement they had with city officials over a parking lot, we will have the document.

· A guidepost, trying to show non-Moravians the way to who the Moravians really were and are.

· A construction supervisor of a $5+ million building. Actually, we no longer have that responsibility, for which we offer deepest, humblest thanks to the Lord.

Activities Since Last Synod:
Aside from our prime function of receiving, inventorying, and safeguarding the records of the Southern Province, since the last Synod in 1998 the Moravian Archives:

· Saw to the publication of volume 12 of Records of the Moravians in North Carolina by the North Carolina Division of Archives and History in Raleigh. It was the culmination of nine years of labor at the Moravian Archives, and it renewed a series of major State Archives publications on the Moravian Church that began in 1920. Volume 12 covers the years 1857-1866 – the Civil War years – with extracts of church diaries and board minutes. Volume 12 came out in November 2000, and by the following spring almost 500 copies of the press run of 1,000 had been sold.

· Wrote the last chapters of With Courage for the Future, the 250th anniversary history of the Southern Province. This will be a major work, giving a comprehensive overview of the Province, something that has not been done in almost 100 years. Appendixes will include a listing of Provincial boards, pastorates of each church, and a time line of major events in the Province. Work on Courage will conclude as soon as this Synod has transacted its business 

· and made its elections, which will then be added to the final chapter. The writer and editor await you.

· Published three booklets as part of a 250th anniversary series:

· “Storm in the Land: Southern Moravians and the Civil War.” Research for this account showed that Moravians of the Northern and Southern Provinces were facing each other on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg and may have fought each other in other battles.

· “Neither Slave nor Free: Moravians, Slavery, and a Church That Endures.” This is a delicate topic that deserved to have a Moravian point of view, honest and balanced. Both Br. Cedric Rodney of St. Philips and Mel White of Old Salem, Inc., read the page proofs and offered valuable suggestions. They also expressed great appreciation.

· “Faith and Tears: The Moravian Mission among the Cherokee.” This sheds light on a little-known but very touching chapter of the Southern Province, telling of the Moravians’ mission to the Cherokee beginning in what is today northern Georgia, and going beyond the “Trail of Tears” to the Indian Territory in the West. We hope Br. Bob Sawyer found this booklet edifying for his trip to Oaks, Oklahoma, in July 2001 to participate in the mission’s 200th anniversary.

· Compiled a thumbnail history of every church in the Southern Province. These sketches were done for the 250th Anniversary Committee to use as bulletin inserts. As far as can be determined, this is the first comprehensive research of the history of all the churches of the Province. Several churches will find their histories – how shall we say this gently? – set aright.

· Conducted annual campaigns for the Friends of the Archives to raise funds for projects that are not supported by the regular operating budget of the Archives. Translation projects, conservation of unique documents and maps, and other endeavors are supported in this manner.

· Assisted the Moravian Music Foundation in transporting the entire Southern collection of music to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to be microfilmed. This was a two-year project involving the careful transportation of some 260 boxes of unique manuscripts to be microfilmed. Copies of the microfilm are now housed in Winston-Salem, Bethlehem, and Herrnhut. The total cost of the project was $180,000, which was financed by grants to the Music Foundation. Can the Archives do the same thing? Yes, but we have 10 times the material, and the cost would be 10 times as much. Anybody have a spare $1.8 million?

· Saw to the publication of “Be Now and Evermore Our Head,” the second joint endeavor with the Moravian Music Foundation. Like “All Needful Gifts,” “Be Now” consists of translations by Br. C. Daniel Crews and Sr. Nola Reed Knouse of hymns by Nicholas Zinzendorf. The booklets were part of the 300th anniversary observance of Zinzendorf’s birth and were used at the Moravian Music Festival in the summer of 1999.

· Got connected with the Provincial computer network in January 2000. That doesn’t sound like much, but some 1,300 computer files had to be transferred from the Archives’ old Apple Macintosh computers to the Province’s PC’s. Among the files transferred were volumes 12 and 13 of Records of the Moravians in North Carolina, the 250th anniversary history, and numerous other writings and transcriptions.

· Had a smooth transition in Archives staff. Sr. Grace Robinson retired in July 1999 after 19 years at the Archives. Joining the Archives that June was Sr. Nicole Blum, recently graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and newly married. A member of Hope, Sr. Blum quickly fit in as assistant archivist, cataloging and inventorying records and researching genealogical inquiries, freeing Br. Richard Starbuck to continue editing and publishing. Since retiring, Sr. Robinson has returned to work one day a week at the Archivesin January 2000, transcribing church records into computer. 

· Launched onto the Internet in July 2000. The site offers an introduction to the Moravian Archives and news about us such as pictures of our new home, the Archie K. Davis Center. Do visit us on the web; we are at MoravianArchives.org.

· Moved into our new building, the Archie C. Davis Center, after almost 60 years in the 1797 Vorsteher’s House. A brief rundown of events may be helpful. The 1995 Synod gave the go-ahead for the project, and the church and membership campaign was conducted in conjunction with Laurel Ridge and entitled “Through All Generations.” On September 23, 1997, the community campaign was launched for the new archival building, named for Br. Archie K. Davis, the former president of Wachovia Bank and civic leader, who had done much to make the new home of the Moravian Archives a reality. At its January 14, 1998, meeting the building committee accepted the Glavé firm’s proposal of an “L” shaped building behind the Kremmer House and Cedarhyrst. Designing of the building had to be supervised down to choosing toilet styles and placing of light switches. On June 12, 1999, ground was broken for the Davis Center. The service was attended by 20 bishops of the worldwide Unity who were in Winston-Salem for the Unity Bishops Conference, held at Laurel Ridge. The final zoning hurdle was passed on August 4, 1999, and the next day the Frank L. Blum company began work in earnest as soon as a church band had finished playing a small memorial service for Br. Alex Nading. Topping out was on Oct. 17, 2000, with Br. Jim Hancock playing his trombone from the cupola. The dedication and open house of the Davis Center was on September 29, 2001 – Michaelmas and All Angels Day, the covenant day in the Moravian Church for those charged with the care and education of children. The first “luncheon lecture” in the Davis Center was held by Br. Crews on November 8, 2001.

Moving from the old Archives building to the new went remarkably smoothly. Archives staff began preparations on July 1, 2001, cataloging, boxing, etc. The actual move took a surprisingly short amount of time, thanks to a horde of volunteers. In essence, in three days’ time, August 6-8, 2001, some 3,250 archival boxes and 630 linear feet of books were safely transported and for the most part placed in proper order in their new home in the vault of the new archival building. The Archives staff cannot begin to thank all those who joined the “box brigade” those hot August days.

· In activities outside the Moravian Archives, Br. Crews:

· Taught a course of the Moravian Theological Seminary held at New Philadelphia in the spring of 1999.

· Attended the Continental Province’s first conference on Moravian music in June 1999. At the conference he delivered papers in German and offered advice and guidance as the Continental Province began taking steps for the preservation and nurturing of its Moravian music. About 40 attended the conference, and a second conference was planned for 2002.

· Attended the Unity Bishops Conference at Laurel Ridge in June 1999. Br. Crews served as secretary as well as historical and theological resource as the bishops wrestled with questions that deeply divide the worldwide Moravian Church.

· Led three workshops at the 1999 Moravian Music Festival in Millersville, Pa.

· Laid the groundwork for a commission to journey to the Czech Republic in the fall of 2000 to study theological and historical implications of recent questions in the Czech Province. The meetings fell through.

· Attended a conference of Lutherans in Chicago in February 2001 to help them plan for a new hymnal.

· Met with Old Salem, Inc., on a number of occasions over its St. Philips restoration and interpretation project.

· Attended a Lutheran conference in Columbia, S.C., in March 2001 to make a presentation on the Moravian Church.

Future Directions:
The Moravian Archives has two major publications scheduled to come out during the next Synodal period. With Courage for the Future, the 250th anniversary history of the Southern Province, will be published in 2002. Both the Provincial Elders Conference and the Board of Christian Education have committed sufficient funds to see the publication through. The second major work will be volume 13 of Records of the Moravians in North Carolina, covering the Reconstruction years, 1867-1876. The North Carolina Division of Archives and History wants to publish it in 2003 to help celebrate the 100th anniversary Archives and History’s Publication Section. It will also coincide with the 250th anniversary of the Southern Province.

Beyond that, here is a wish list of what we would like to see:

· A children’s history and a youth history of the Southern Province based on Courage. Both would be welcomed additions to the Province’s publications.

· One or more booklets also based on Courage. For example, a booklet on actions of Provincial Synods over the years. Or would that be too dry?

· A serious effort to scan our 12,000 memoirs into computer to make them more readily available to the public. We haven’t found the volunteers who are persevering enough for this project yet, though.

· Continued use of the Davis Center lecture-recital hall with “luncheon lectures.”

· A booklet on “School Days, School Days in Salem.” We promised Br. and Sr. Burton Snyder this years ago. It is high time we fulfill our promise.

· Microfilming of some of our most used and most fragile holdings. 

· Joint endeavors with local genealogical societies to publish pertinent church register material of births and baptisms, marriages, and deaths and burials.
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